PO A . F ; We. 


or THE | 


EEA THINGS. 


Contain'd in the 


3OSPEL, 


And of 2 


I Converſation agreeable to them; j 
Together with. | | | 


MoTIVES exciting to ſuch a Pra- 
ctice; An ANSWER to the moſt 
conſiderable Objections againſt it ; 

And DIRECTIONS and RULES 5 
* to the n thereof. 


{ 


By DAVID RANK EN one "of the | 
Epiſcopal Minifters at Edinbur - 
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| | To the Right Honouthblg and truly religious L ahr, 
4 The Lady ABIGAIE, 
Cuyhanteſt e KINNOUL. | 05 


M WA | 
| H E great and juſt Regard I. hepa; 
your Ladyſhip's eminent Yirtue and. 
Piety, and for that Noble Family to 
which you are ſo nearly related, and 
II ſo higbly obliged, hath determined me in all 

3 Humility to aces vou with the following | 
\ Sheets. The Excellency of the Subject of 
Ewhich they treat, and the Affection of the Of- 
ferer, make ſome Apology for the Meanneſs of 
he Preſent; and your Ladyſhip's celebrated 
enignity will, J hope, render it acceptable. 

I leſſed be Almighty GOD, who, amidſt that 
election which fo wofully prevails both from 
The Principles and Precepts of our holy Reli- 
ion, hath ſecured a ſelect Number againſt the 


Contagion thereof: Such who ſtand faſt to the 
F * 


| Faith * was once delivered to the Saints; | 


W. ' 


and who by. the Purity of their Lives area glo- 


rious Ornamegt to their Profeſſion. 


MA A M, None who liave the Honour of. 
being acquainted with your Ladyſhip will rec- 
kon it Flattery, while I eſteem you one of thoſe; 


you being à zealous Patroneſs of Truth and Or- 
thodoxy; and a fair Pattern of Chriſtian Pra- 


ctice and Holineſs. As tlie Good of Souls is 


aim d at by theſe Diſcourſes, ſo it will afford a 


peculiar Pleaſure to the Author,if your Ladyſhip 


hall even receive the ſmalleſt Benefit ftom them. 


MBA M, 1 ſhall add no more, but my fer- 
vent prayers that you may grow in Grace, and 
in the Knowledge of our Lo D and Saviour 
JEsus CuRIS T, and that GOD may 
pteſerve you long for a mighty Bleſſing to your 
very dear and worthy Lord, and his and your 
moſt hopeful Children, and that Goodneſs arid 
Mercy may follow you all through this World, 
and crown you with the bfighteſt N in the 
next. I am with profound 3 


NM A DAM, 
+ Pour Hou Fe 
moſt humble, and 
N moſt ee Nee 


DAVID RAN KEN 


| PISCOURSE * 


pull IPrIANSG I. 27. 


Puh, let your Converſation be as it becomtY | 
the G 25 of Chriſt. 


D Ir affords a 'nclaiiclioly Refle: = 
GE ion to all, whoſe Hearts are 
inflamd with the Love of 
60 and their Neighbour; 
that there is a plain Contra- 
_ diction, in the Lives of the 
| oft of theſe who are called Chriſtians, to the 
Wcellent Principles and Rules of Chriſtianity «| 
Jo that generally they are liker the Slaves of 
gcatan, the World and the Fl:ſh; whom they 
Wlemoly renounced at Baptiſm, than the Dif- 
iples of the holy Jeſus; and their Converſa- 
ion is more agreeable to a Syſtem of Atheiſm, 
88 and Immorality, than to the Goſ⸗ 


= pel 


pe of our Lord and Saviour: Alas! the Sal: 


marvellous Li jo do by their ſcandafous and | 


Maſter, and frighten Strangers from embrac: | 
ing his Religion. 


| The Word Converſation; or, as it might be! 
\. tranſlated, Life or Practice, includes our- Whole 


fipnifies Morthily, that our Carriage and De- 


is ſuitable to its Dignity and Purity every Man- 


ath loft its Savour, they who ſhould ſhine to 
the World by the Brightneſs of an illuſtrious 
Piety; and are appointed to ſhew forth the 
Praiſes of him who. hath called them to his 


ſhameful Prackiees diſhonour their Lord and) 


The deplorable Certainty of this Obſerve: } 3 
tion ſufficiently warrants me to explain and re- 
commend the Injunction given in the mentio- 
ned Words of St. Paul; concerning which 1 
may fay, that whatever Weakneſs may ap- 
pear in my diſcourſing upon them, they are 
truly in themſelves worthy of all Attention and 
Regard. And now, before I proceed any far- 
cher, I ſhall briefly unfold the Meaning of them. 


* 50 


Behaviour, with reſpect to 60 D, our Neigh-| 
bour and our ſelves, in our Thoughts, Words| 
and Deeds, i private or in puhliek, in the 
Cloſet or in the Church, in all Relations, Sta- 
tions and Capacities, and on all Occaſions and 3 
Events. The Word Becoming, does imply, 
as we learn from the Greek Adverb a, which 


portment muſt be worthy of the Goſpel ; that 
is, ſuch as the Goſpel calls for and deſerves, or 


FF a 3A A. a YVuﬀKt K 7 "8 \ Ee r RIES TI 
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ner of Way. As for the Word Goſpel, which 
is the principal one in the Text, the Tmport- 
ance thereof from the Original, is, The good 
| News. publiſhed by Feſus Chriſt to miſerable 
Sinners, concerning the Remiſſion of their Sins, 
and the Offer of eternal Salvation and Happi- 
ness through him, together with the Propo- 
fal of the Conditions which are neceſſary to b 
performed, in order to the partaking of theſe 
.. & moſt precious Benefits, Or, to expreſs. my felf 
in other Terms, the Goſpel ſignifies, according 
T& to its common Acceptation, the whole Do- 
> Y arine of Jeſus Chriſt, eſpecially in the Truths 
re & propoſed to our Faith to be believed, in the 
d Precepts recommended to our Practice to be 
r-& obey'd, and in the Promiſes and Threats ob- 
jected to our Hope and Fear, according as we 
[3 ſhall entertain or reje& the Truths, and obey 
or diſobey the Precepts. . Thus, the Apoſtle s 
Exhortation, Onl, bt your Converſation be as. 
becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt; may ſuffer this. 
Paraphraſe, Reckon it a Thing worthy of 
W © your outmoſt Care and Endeavour fo to 
* live arid demean your ſelves in all your A. 
= © cions, in all Times and Places, as may beſt. 
WF ©. ſuit and adorn the Doctrine of your great 
Lord and Maſter ; And in order to this, let 
the Fundamental Points and Subjects, of 
*. which the Goſpel treats, be continually in 
2 your Thought and View. | 
Now, That w 


I B » 


| bd bas CE WD 


bat | am ts diſcourſe from 
A 2 theſe 


3 
N. 


- Hz 
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F 
theſe Words may be the more inſtructive and 
edifying, I ſhall obſerve the following Me- 
thod. Firſt, With GOD' Aſſiſtance J ſhall 
conſider the great Matters of the Goſpel, to 
which our Lite ſhould correſpond, and all along 

together with it the Manner of that Corre- 
ſporidence. | Secondly, T ſhall propoſe the moſt 

exciting Motives and Arguments to ſuch a Pra- 

ctice, as may be worthy of and becoming the 

Goſpel. Thirdly, I ſhall endeavour to anſwer MF 
the moſt conſiderable Objections of corrupt 

Nature and Cuſtom againſt the Strictneſs and 

Purity of a Converſation agreeable to the Go- 

| Tpel. Laſtly, I ſhall offer ſome Directions 
and Rules for aſſiſting us to perform this com- 

prehenſive and important Duty. „ 
Fir, T ſhall conſider the great Matters of 
the Goſpel, to which our Lite ſhould corre- | 
Il ſpond, and together with it all along the Man- 
i ner of that Correſpondence. Now the great 
| Things of the Goſpel to be confidered, in or- 
deer to this Deſign, are, Firſt, The important i 
Truths, or fundamental Articles of Faith re- 
ih vealed therein. Secondly, The holy and excel- 
} lent Precepts which it contains, and preſcribes 
unto us for the Regulation of our Lives. 
I᷑̃ biraly, The perfect and unblemiſhed Pattern 
or Example, which it recommends to our Imi- 
tation. Fourthly, The glorious Promiſes there- 
of, on the one Hand, to thoſe who are obedi- 
ent to its Laws, and the dreadful — 
| Wo, WICH | 
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3 ( +a 
which on the other hand it pronounces againſt 
the Diſobedient, Lafily, The powerful Aid, and 


1 


Il efficacious Means, which it offers and affords 
0 for enabling us to perform the Obedience Which : 
7 it requires. 5 
The Firſt Thing I nam d as conſiderable in 
ſt the Goſpel, and to which the Converſation of 
- WM aChriſtian ought to correſpond, was; The Di- 
E vine and important Truths, or Fadameneal Ar- 
t Wticles of Faith reveal'd in the Goſpel, and pro- 


pos d to our Belief. Of theſe Divine and funda- 
mental Truths we have a full and plain Ac- 
ecount in the Diſcourſes of our bleſſed Lord, 
and in the Acts and Writings of his Apoſtles; * 
as allo a ſhort Compend and werent of them 
in the three Creeds, and particularly in that 
Form of ſound Wornds which is called the A- 
poſtles Creed. Theſe are all ſo well known 
that I need not be at the Pains to rehearſe them, 
and therefore I ſhall only deſire you to obſerve 
& that a Converſation agreeable to them, is ſuch 
as is by them better d and improv'd, or effe- 
q ene inflyenc'd into Holineſs and Purity; and 
ſo gives a clear Demonſtration that we ee 
'F believe as we profeſs to do. For truly, there 


1 


s. | is nothing more contradictory and diſagreeable 
4 1 chan an Unchriſtian practice and an Orthodox 
1— 


Faith: Nothing which gives juſter Sufpicion 
of the Unſoundneſs of Men's Principles or e- 
ven their Unbelief at Bottom, than the Wie- 

8 kedneſs and Immorality of their Lives. Whoever 
Þh ! A 3 1 fer ouſly 


(9. 
ſeriouſly inquires into this Matter, will preſent! 
ly ſeethat the fundamental Truths of Chriſtian 
t are not mere ſpeculative Notions,deſign'd on- 
I to ſwim in the Brain, to enlighten the Un- 
derſtanding, and entertain our Curioſity; bat 2 
that they are uſeful practical Verities, plainly | ; 
calculated for moving our Wills. and Affections, . 
for ſanctifying our Hearts and Lives, and pro- 
ducing in us true Religion and Holineſs. 3 
Thus, the Belief of a GOD, or of a Be- | #2 
ing infinitely perfect and glorious, eternal, 
j independent, all-ſufficient, moſt wiſe, mo 
0 3 and good; teaches us to adore, rene 
5 and ſubmit unte Him. The beſtering 
RF as he is The Father Almighty,” Creator of 
Heaven and Earth, ſhould prompt us to fear Þ 
|| him, totruſt in him, to reverence and h o- 
I; nour him, and to devote ourſelves intirely ta | 
|| his Service and Obedience. Thoſe Articles of | | 
pur Faith which relate to our Saviour Jeſus | 4 
1 * n in His eternal Filiation, Incarnation, 
3 rings, Death and Reſurrection, | ſhould 
Þ excite in us the moſt admiring and eon 
FTjhuhougghts and Reſentments of the Love of 164 
Il facred Trinity to miſerable Sinners, manifeſted | 
nd . the Pac Work of our Redemption, und 
in perſuade us to homologate the gracious Purpo 
* We thereof,” by plying ourſe Be to the =0 1 
Qice of, in Holineſs, and by living no | 
more unto our ſelves, but to him who died for | 
a 1 700 fate ag again; j 806 Particularly, his amaz-| 
| EE ing 


i 
. 
1 


1 


7 


(7) __ 


ing Humiliation and Sufftrings; and attoning 
for our Sins, by the Effuſion of His moſt pre- 
Ncious Blood, ould irrecqncile us for ever 


WMuoto Sin, but kindle in us a moſt ardent Love 


t to our Neighbour, to Humility, Self-Denial, 
1 1 Mortification and Suffering for Righteouſneſs 
>| Sake. And to inſtance no. more Articles of 


Faith, but the glorious Seſſion of our bleſſed 
4 ord at the right Hand of GOD, and his 
coming at the Time appointed by the Father 


1 4 f to judge the World in Righteouſneſs, to doom 
„Men to everlaſting Happineſs or Miſery, ac- 
1 4 ording to their Works: Do we not clearly | 


7 learn from theſe ſacred and momentuous Truths 
1 o much it is our Wiſdom by true Faith hoot 
E 8 to obtain an Intereſt in the Favour 
of Feſus Chriſt, now in his powerful Inter- 
4 gef jon with the Father, and at length i in his 
final Benediction and Reward 2 


4 4 And now, That a Converſation which duly 
ul correſponds ta the great Truths of the Goſpe 
muſt be influenced by them into analogous an 
wh Wſuitable Inſtances of Duty and Obedience, We 
ic I earn every where from the Goſpel, which diſ- 
40 Feſtcems the moſt orthodox Faith, and pro- 


foundeſt Knowledge, while ſeparated from 
W hriſtianpractice and Holineſs. We may ob- 
ſerve that Chriff ſays to his Diſciples ona very 
ö ſolemn Occafion, Fo. xiii. 17. F ye: know 
8 :beſe Things, happy are ye if ye do them. And 
St, Peter having exhorted Chriſtians to add to 

| A 4 theix 


7 


| go 


/ 


(8) 


theirFaith and Knowledge, the reſt of the golden 


Chain of divine Graces and Virtues, he preſſes 


his Advice by this weighty Conſideration, 2, MW 
abound, they make you that ye ſhall neither be | 


4 


Lord Feſus Chriſt. Thus St. Jude gives to Wl 
the Chriſtian Faith the glorious Epithet of 
holy, and ſuppoſes it to be the Foundation, u- 
pon which the Superſtructure of a Chriſtian 8 
Life and Practice ſhould be raiſed, 20. 21. 
But ye, beloved, building up your ſelves in your 
noft holy Faith, praying in the Holy Ghoſt, i 


keep yourſelves in the Love of God, looking for 
the Mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto eter- 
The Second Thing remarkable in the Goſpel, 


and to which the Converſation of thoſe wha | 
profeſs it ſhould agree, is, the holy and ex- 
cellent precepts which it contains, for the Re- 
gulation of our Lives. Indeed our moſt ado- 
rable and merciful Redeemer came into rhe 


World to fave Sinners: But this gracious and 
Charitable Deſign, was to be accompliſhed in 
the Deſtruction of Sin, and in redeeming the il 


Captives thereof from all Iniquity, and puri- 


iying to himſelf a peculiar People, zealous of 
ood Works. Tit. it. 14. So far was our Sa- 
viour 1n his Appearance amongſt Men, from | 


intending to cancel the Laws of true moral 


Righteouſneſs and Picty, or to looſe them from 
A Obedience W 


* 
* 


1 


Dbedience chi - that, on the very ſolemn 
Execution of his Prophetical Office, in his ad- 
Wirable Sermon upon the Mount, he guards 
4: Mis Hearers moſt carefully againſt that pernici- 
us Miſtake, and aſſures them that his Errand 
ato the World was flatly contrary to it. Matth. 
| f . 17. 18, 19, 20. Think not that Tam come 
== 4:/troy the Law or the Prophets, I am not 
u 4 me to de ſtroy, but to fulfil. ec. And this 
> clears beyond the Poſſibility of Contradi- 
ion, by what he ſays from the Beginning to 
ie End of that Divine Sermon, and in the reſt 
his Diſcourſes throughout the whole Courſe 
I his Miniſtry. The Goſpel is a complete. 
pſtem of the moſt perfect Morality and Ho- 
eis, containing in it after the fulleſt and 
Poſt perſpicuous Manner thoſe Injunctions and 
Rules, which relate to the Offices of Piety to- 
Wards God, Sobriety towards ourſelves, and 
x uſtice and; Charity. towards our Neighbour. 


* 

o he certain Knowledge whereof emboldened 
0 r. Paul to fay in that memorable Text, Tit. 
d . 17, 12. The Grace of God which bringeth Sal- 
in ation, hath appeared unto all Men; teaching 
hg , that denying Ungodlineſs and worldy Liu fta, 
i- Je ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, 


of 77 this preſent World. Among the many ſub- 
wh me and pathetick Exhortations we meet with 
the Apoltolick Epiſtles, either to Holineſs 


1 d Virtue in general, or in particular toſome 
m pecial Inſtances thereof, it will not be amiſs 
FE | tt 


| _ Knowledge, Temperance ; and to Femperance, 


| Goſpel are given only to ſhew us what we 


to ſet down two very remarkable Ones: Phil. il 
iv. 8. Finally, Brethren, whatſoever Things are 
true, whatſoever Things are honefl, whatſoe- 
wer Things are juft, whatſoever Things are 
+4 whatſoever Things are lovely, whatſoever il. 
Things are of good Report : If there be any 
Jertue, and if there be any Praiſe, think on 
tbeſe Things, 2. Pet. i. 5, 6, 7, And beſides 
big, giving all Diligence, add to your Faith, 
Vertue; and to Vertue, Knowledge; and to 


Patience; and to Patience, Godlineſs; and to * 
Godlineſi, Brotherly Kindneſs ; and to brother- fi 

Is Ki ndneſs, Charity. 4 | 7 
Now, if we would have our Converſation * 
to be ſuch as becomes the Goſpel, in this very A 
material Point, its holy and excellent Precepts ; h 
it is abſolutely neceſſary that we employ our * 
| honeſt Endeavours, in paying to thoſe Pre- 90 
cepts an uniform, fincere and conſtant Obe- 
dience. A Courſe of Diſobedience, Wick- 
edneſs, and Impiety, will be both ſhamefully 
indecent, and a plain Contyadition to them. 
Let us not idlely dream that the Precepts of the 


ſhould do, but not what we muſt; to convinee 
us of our own Infirmity, and to humble us 
under the Senfe — as if the confeſſ 

the Violation of them was required rather than 


the Obſervance. It would be a moſt danger- 


8 
ous Hereſy, to think that Jeſus Chriſt bad fl f 


(n) 

iled all Righteoufneſs in our Stead; to excuſy 
us for our Wilful and habitual Sins, and the 
choſen Want of real perſonal Righteouſneſs in 
our own Hearts and Lives. This ruinous ſoul- de- 
ſtroying Error, is every where oppoſed through- 
out the new Teſtament, and eſpecially in the 
mentioned Sermon on the Mount, and more 
particularly in theſe Words thereof: Nor every 
one that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter 
5 into the Kingdom of Heaven, but he who doth 
the Will of my Father which is in Heaven, 
10 Matth. vii. 21. To this Purpoſe St. Paul po- 
ſitively affirms, that Circumciſion is nothing, 
and Uncircumcifion nothing, but the keeping 
n the Commandments of God. 1. Cor. vii. 17. 
And again ſpeaking of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
„Ihe ſays, Being made perfect, he became the 
ur „e of eternal Salvation unto al them that 
* obe bim. Heb. v. 9. 

5 Bur as they who deſire to live agreeably to 
bh the Goſpel-Precepts, will find themſelves ob- 
ly liged to uſe their outmoſt Endeavours to obey 
1 — all, without Exception and Reſerve: 
ne 80 particularly, they will ſee the Neceſſity 
ve of obſerving thoſe whom T ſhall name, and de- 
* gh a little, in Purluance of my preſent De- 
1 5 "Ps 

0 r, They will moſt i excanith 
2 en e in the great and fundamental Duty 
r- of a lively, affectionate, ſanctifying and juſti- 
U. Hing Faith | in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and in 


the 
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| have any Pretenſions or Right to the great Be. 


ſpotted Righteouſneſs, the meritorious Suffer-| 


— — 2 ww - — 


to refined Wit cannot reconcile the Chriſtianf 


nounce it as abſurd, and inconſiſtent with Phi- 


And the Chriſtian by the powerful Efficacy 


| ( 1 * 
the divine Mercy through him. They are fo 
fully convinced of the abſolute Neceſlity of 
this Faith, in order both to Juſt.:cation and 
Salvation; how that without it they cannot] 
ſo much as be called Chriſtians, and far ' leſs 


nefits of the Covenant of Grace: That with! 
St. Paul, they are firmly reſolved to live by 
Faith upon the Son of God, who loyed them 
and gave himſelf for them. They rely entirely 
by an obediential operative Faith upon the un. 


ings and prevalent Interceſſion of Jeſus. their 
Saviour; for the Remiſſion of their Sins, for 
the Grace of God to do his Will, for the Ac-| 
ceptance of all their performances, for the 
hearing of their Prayers, and for their eternal 
Happineſs. However the great Pretenders i 


Scheme to their Reaſon, and ſo wofully re- 


loſophy: Yet the Believer, who is truly wiſe 
to Sobriety, is fully ſatisfied with the Reaſon- 
ableneſs thereof, ſees the moſt ' convincing 
Proofs of its Credibility, and admires and a- 
dores the infinite Mercy, Wiſdom, Juſtice, 
and Holineſs of God, manifeſted moſt confpi- 
cuouſſy in the gloriousWork of our Redernption. 


of this ſtrong and ſaving Faith, is enabled not 
paly to allen to the Doctrine of * Chriſt 
as 
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 fofffs a Prophet, to depend upon the Sacrifice he 
offered to the Father of himſelf upon the Croſs, 
ind is a Prieſt ; but alſo cheerfully to ſubject him- 
not elf to him as Lord and King. Thus he dare 
eſgWot reckon himſelf a true Believer by a naked 
3e · Nnactive and unfruitful Faith, ſuch as is not 
ith{ccompanied with Holineſs and good Works. 
by Another very remarkable Inſtance of religi- 
em us Practice, to the continual Exerciſe where- 
elyf the Chriſtian is called by the Goſpel, is 


Ihe Love of God. He learns from his infal- 
ble Maſter that the firſt and great Command- 
Went, is, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God 


for irh al thy Heart, He is perſwaded that this 
je- Divine Love moſt juſtly merits the Title gi- 
the en to it by our Lord, it being clearly the 
nal Writ and great Commandment every Way; 


Pecauſe of the incomparable Excelleney of its 
Pbject, its primæve Antiquity, its unparalle- 
ed Reaſonableneſs, its Perpetuity and laſting 
ſefulneſs, and the powerful Influence there- 
Pf upon univerſal Obedience. As the Chriſti- 
n is indiſpenſably obliged by the Goſpel to 
ve God: So there its moſt moving Attra- 
tives are ſet in the cleareſt Light, namely 
he infinite Beauty and Amiableneſs of God 


15 is ineſtimable Love to miſerable Sinners, and 
n. The inexpreſſible Advantages. which are ſecur- 
ey ed to ſuch as love him. While the Chriſtian is 


thus convinced of the peculiar Eminency of this 
race upon all Conſiderations and Views, un- 


maginations he ſhould argue himſelf into { 


he may comfortably aſſure himſelf that 
the other hand, they who live in wilful and ha 


| Tniquiry, have the ſadeſt Reaſons to fear tha 


# 
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(45 
doubtedly he will find himſelf obliged to tak : 
great Care, kſt by deluding Dreams and 1 
fond Opinion of his being a Lover of God if 
when unhappily he is not. For his SatisfaQil c 
on, in this Matter of the very laſt Concern, hc 
may conſider that the Love of God commienl r 
exerts itſelf after the Manner here deſcribedMW; 
The divine Lover is filled with the higheliMo 
Eſteem of God's infinite Perfections and Excel. t 
lencies, and accuſtoms himſelf to a joyful anat. 
aflectionate Contemplation of them. He i 
carried with a fervent Deſire of Union to God if 
and a great Delight in Fellowſhip with him 
He chooſes God as his chief FT and F elicity 


0 
4 


and prefers his Friendſhip ghd Favour to alli 
Things elſe. He entertairis a moſt grateful 


: Senſe yt his amazing Kindneſs and Mercy, and] 


zealouſſy endeavours to honour, pleaſe, and 
obey him. But tho the Chriſtian ſhould nollſ 
be able at all Times, to prove himſelf to be th 
Lover of God, by all the Ways I have men 
tioned: Yet, if fie finds in himfelf a Readineſ 
to keep the Commandments of God, and to 
avoid what he knows to be diſpleaſing to hin 
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Heart is poſſeſſed with his Love. And oy 


bitual ea to the Will of God, in the 
Omiſſion of their Duty, and Commitlion « 0 


chief 


(15). 

tliey are void of the Love God ; eſpecially K 
The) will be at the Pains to conſider hat our 
Lord ſays in this Matter. Fo. xiv 15, 21, 24. 
Farther, it exceedingly becomes the Pro- 
feſſor of the Goſpel, to live in the devout and 
conſtant Exerciſe of Prayer, and that in all the 
Offices and Kinds thereof. He is peremptorly 
required to pray always, and with all Prayer, 
and Supplication ia the Spirit, his Converlati- ' 
on ſhould be in Heaven by the holy and perpe- 
tual Elevation of his Soul to God, and the en- 
Weertaining frequent Intercourſe and Communi- 
Jon with him. The Chriſtian ought moſt care- 
oil fully to preſerve and cheriſh the heavenly Fire of 
1 Vevotion upon the Altar of his Heart, by main»; 
it) ¶taining always a pious Frame and Diſpoſition of 
Mind, exerting itſelf at all Times and Seaſons, 
efiſlleither in more ſolemn and ſtated Addreſſes to 


TY 
) 4 
14 
0 
ed, 
1eſt 
cel. 
All : 


anfWhe Divine Majeſty, or ſhort Ejaculations by 


andpious Thoughts and Defires ; whether he be 
nolone, or in Company; yea even when he is 
thelemployed about his lawful worldly Affairs, and 
1el-Winnocent- Diverſions. | This great Duty is every 
neſſ where injoin'd in the new Teſtament, and 
| tofenforced by the moſt cogent Reaſons, and the 
1 a noſt inviting Encouragements, and the Pra- 
ictice thereof is of ſuch plain Neceſlity, that 
They who live in the careleſs and cuſtomary 
eglect thereof, are neither real Chriſtians 
Hor can demean themſelves as ſuch. For Pray- 
n er is the great Ts appointed for the 
thah Attainment” | 


— 


' Attainment of Grace, and in the zealous ind 
acceptable Performance thereof all the Graces 
are eminently exerciſed. And to ſpeak freely, 
the choſen and habitual Omiſſion of Devotion 


ritual and temporal, the baſeſt Ingratitude to 
and Indifference about what relates to the Glo- 
of which regard themſelves and their Neigh- 


der à Senſe of their own Nothingneſs, and 


ouſneſs, and that intire Dependence they have i 


dud with this moſt precious and amiable 


be bs 7 . * eng 
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imports a great Diſregard of the Divine Maje- 
ſty and Providence, a preſumptuous Relyance 
upon our ſelves in all our Concernments ſpi- 


our gracious Benefactor, the moſt ſtupid Inſen- 
ſibility of our Guilt, and a profane Coldneſs 


ry of GOD, and the Salvation of our ow 
nn EU} 

Likewiſe, they who live agreeably to the 
Goſpel, willdiligently obſerve thePreceptsthere- 


bout. So far as regards themſelves, they will | 
with a mighty Concern ſtudy and practiſe the 
profoundeſt Humility arid Self-Abaſement, un- 


Sinfulneſs, the Imperfection of their Righte- 


upon GOD, for all they are, they have, or 
ean attain to that is good. They who are en- 


Grace, do abhor and avoid Self-Conceit, Am- 
bition and Vain-glory, as moſt abominable 
Vices, not only indecent in Chriſtians, but inf 
Creatures of the higheſt Rank, and ſach as ren- 
der thoſe polluted with them the Objects of 
the Divine Averſion and Hatred. None who 
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9 19-48 govern 
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govern their Lives 1-9 FA Laws of Jeſut 


4 Chriſt, dare entertain a high Opinion of them- 
ly; Wclves, ſet their Affection upon worldly, Pomp 
on Wind Grandeur, nor perform their religious, or 


irtuous Actions, with the ignoble and impious 
Intention and Deſire to be ſeen of Men, and 
o obtain their Applauſe. And as it is their 
noſt ſerious Wiſh and Endeavour to be cloath- 


n- Wd with the glorious Ornament of Lowlineſs 
eſs f Mind: So their outward Behaviour is in all 
0+ hings ſuitable to it, by. ſhunning Haughti- 
vi Wc, Oſtentation, and Vanity every Manner 


df Way. For they know, that inward Pride 
nd its Effects are extremely oppoſite to the 
lumility of their Lord and Maſter, and to 
11s excellent and moſt preſſing Inſtructions | 
nd Commands, and that while they continue 


he nder its Dominion they cannot enter into the 
n- Ningdom of Heaven. 

ad | N He who conforms himſelf to the | 
E- Lules of * holy Goſpel, ſtrenuouſly labours 


Jo / attain Purity of Heart and Life from 
inful Deſires and Pleaſures: He uſes his out- 


n- Wnoſt Watchfulneſs and Care. to preſerve him- 
le elf from the Defilement of all Manner of Vo- 
N- uptuouſneſs and Senfuality, eſpecially from 
le Ihe more ignominious Inſtances thereof, Un- 
in fleanneſs, Brunkenneſs, and Gluttony. The 


hriſtian conſiders chat this ſpiritual Purity 


of one of the principal and inſeparable Proper 
10 ies of the Wiſdom which is from above, or of 
rn | LON 


— true 


N 


8) 


cue Chriſtian philoſophy and Bradire: - tis 
remembers that the divine Maſter and Teach- 
er thereof hath pronounced the pure in Heart, 
bleſſed, and aſcertained. unto them the Vi- 
fon of GOD. Whereas on the other Hand, 
he learns from the Goſpel, that the Luſt of the # 
Fleſſf, or the Love of ſenſual Pleafure is incon- 


49 ſiſtent with the Love of God: That the carnal 

Mid is Enmity to him, and that Whoredom, | 

[fi Riot and Imemperance are thoſe ſhameſul 9 
Works of Darknels and Diſhoneſty, which are|i 
i threatened with utter Darkneſs and Miſery, 
| i which exclude thoſe who practiſe them from 
10 Union to God here, and Communion with 
Ke him hereafter. 2 
Pia, They whoſe Deportment is ; ſuch; A 
i T7 
[hy 4s N the Directions and Commands 3 
[|] Which the Goſpel contains with Reſpect to our 


Kit ſelves, do with the exacteſt Caution and Di 
| Fgence moderate their Deſires towards world. 
F Profits and Advantages. Their Converſatii 
dn is without Covetouſneſs, and they are confi 
tent with ſuch Things as they have. In Obedifi 
cnee to the Will of Chriſt, they eſchew th 
Ut hying. up Treaſures for themſelves upon the 
1 Earth, or the amaſſing Riches, as if in them 


|, confiſtedtheirPortion and Felicity. They ſhun 
[| anxious, diſtracting and immoderate Though: 
14 fulneſs and Care about the Proviſtons of thi 


preſent Life, by depending upon the Provi 
|] dettee of their Heavenly — who hath lng 


* | — — 18 ; * e 


n- He wil never Teave them nor forſake them. 
t, They are ſenfible how exceedingly difagree- 
i- able it is to Chriſtians, who believe themſelves 

d, to be Strangers and Pilgrims in this World, 


Hand who look for a certain Dwelling-place in 


n- ¶ the bleſſed Regions above, to load themſelves 
nal Min their Journey thither with thick Clay, and 
m, to indulge a violent Proſecution of vaſt Poſ- 
ſulfſeſnons here below. And that which fills their 
are Pouls with Deteſtation of the Sin of Cove- 
y; ouſneſs, is, a full Conviction of its incompa- 
omMWibility with true Religion, and the Hope of 


Inheriting the Kingdom of GOD, and of 
WZhriſt. They believe their bleſſed Lord, who 
ch ells them, Thar they cannot ſerve GOD and 
Mammon. And they tremble when they think 

bur f that dreadful Account which St. Paul gives 
f the Love of Money, calling it the Root of 
Evil, and that which pierces the Hearts of 
t hoſe who are affected with it with many Sor- 
oe. And again, that they who will be rich, 
all into Tentation and a Snare, and into many 


oliſo and burtful ' Luſts which drown Men in 


| Perdition. 


jem Finally, As the true Chriſtian lives godly; 5 


nd ſoberly, ſo alſo righteouſly. And here 
e takes great Care that his Converſation be 
this dorned with Charity, Peaceableneſs, and E- 
rovii 


Firſt, He exerciſes himſelf in univerſal Be- 
Merolence and Kindneſs, extending it ſelf to 
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orthodox Principles, and adhere to the true 
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them that do rejoyce, weeps with them thai 


void of Charity, are neyertheleſs nothing i 
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all Men; not only to Friends but Enemies, 
not only to Chriſtians but Infidels, and - not 
only to Chriſtians of his own Perſwaſion, but 
alſo to thoſe of different Sentiments and Com- 
munion from himſelf : Tho” indeed his Love 
ſhews it ſelf more eſpecially to ſuch who are of 


Catholick and Apoſtolick Church, and adorn 
their holy Profeſſion with a Converſation a- 
greeable thereto. This Charity, in thoſe who 
are bleſſed with it, is not idle and unactive; 
it is not in Word only, but alſo in Deed; being 
full of Mercy and good Fruits, exerting it ſelf 
continually in kind Wiſhes for the Welfare off 
others, ferious Endeavours to promote it, andi 
in a great Satisfaction and Pleaſure when it is 
attain d. The charitable Perſon rejoyces with 
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weep, pities the afflicted, comforts them who 
are caſten down, relieves the indigent, proteay 
the injur d, inſtructs the ignorant, reprove 

the vicious, and labours to recover them oui 
of the Snare of the Devil who are taken cap 
five by him at his Will. To all this the Chri 
ſtian excites himſelf, by remembring that Jeſu 
places the loving our Neighbour as our ſelveÞ 
next to the Love of GOD; and that St. Pau 
acquaints us, That they who make the high 
Eſt Pretenſions to Chriſtianity, while they ar 
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che Account of GOD ; and that their mol 
; - ſpecidil 


pecious Acts of Piety and Beneficence in that . 

Caſe, are diſregarded by him. Again, with 

eſpe to brotherly Love, the Chriſtian calls 

o mind that his Divine Maſter makes it the 

Characteriſtick or diſtinguiſhing Mark of his 
Diſciples, and that St. Y bn hath theſe very 


ove ; | 
- ofMremarkable Expreſſions about it and its con- 
rue trary, He that ſaith he is-in the Light, and 


ateth his Brother, is in Darkneſs even until 
ww. He that loveth his Brother, abideth in 
the Light, and there is none Occaſion of ſtum- 
bling in him. Tf a Man ſay, I love GOD, 
Wind hateth his Brother, he is a Liar, 1Epiſt. 
. 9, 0% 8 
Secondly, They whoſe Converſation cor- 
reſponds to the Evangelick Rules relating to 
our Neighbour, do, as far as in them lies, live 
peaceably with all Men. They cultivate Peace 
s much as is poſſible in Conſiſtence with the 
Nove of Truth and Holineſs; practiſing it them- 
ſelves on all Occaſions both at Home and A- 
broad, and uſing all their Intereſt and Power 
to reconcile offended Brethren. They exer- 
iſe this excellent Grace in every State and Re- 


11 ation, with reſpect to Church and State, and 
ul their private Neighbours ; and they carefully 
vel eſchew whatever is contrary to it, namely, 


Schiſm, Diviſion, Rebellion, Sedition, Con- 
tention and Strife, and that abominable Pra- 
ctice of ſowing Diſcord among Brethren. 
They watchfully ſhun the proyoking their. 
N B3 Neighbour 
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Neighbour by their own Miſcarriages, and if 


nion at the holy Table here, but alſo of his 


they ſhall be called the Childrenof GOD. And 
upon the Chriſtian, and fill his Soul with a per- 


Fuſual, deviliſo. Fur where Envying and 
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they have done it, they are extremely forward 
to make all proper Acknowledgments of the 
Offence, and to do whatever is juſt and right 
for appeafing him. And if their Brother has 
given the Offence, they chearfully cloſe with 
any reaſonable Overtures he makes for Peace 
and Reconciliation. . The Chriſtian- knows | 
that the peaceable Diſpoſition is moſt gracious | 
to the GOD of Peace, and that Unpeace- 
ableneſs, Variance and Strife are ſo highly o- 
dious'and diſpleaſing to him, that they debar 
thoſe who live in them, not only of Commu: | 


glorious Preſence, and the bleſſed Society of 
Saints in Heaven. It is with great Pleaſure, 
that the Lover of Peace reflects upon that high 
Drgnity and Title, with which our bleſſed 
Lord adorns thoſe of the peaceable Temper and | 
Behaviour, Blefſed are the Peace- Malers, for 


the Words of St. James make deep Impreſſion 


tet Abhorrence of Strife, and the greateſt 
Regard'to Peace, Ja. iii. 14, &. If ye haue bit- 
rer Enoying: and Strife in your Hearts, glory not, 
and lie not againft the Truth. Tbis' Wifdow 
geſcendeth not from above, hut is eantbly. 


Srrife is, there is Confiiſion, and every evil 
Work. Hut the Wiſdom that is from above it 
CCC 


peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be imreated, 


without Partiality ( or wrangling : ) And the 


| Fruit of Righteouſneſs is ſown in Peace of them 
that make Peace,  _ © © af eat 
To conclude this Point, the Converſation 
of the true Chriſtian is beautified with Juſtice 
and Equity in all his Ways and Dealings with 
his Neighbour. He endeavours with a moſt 
punctual Exactneſs to render to all Perſons, 
whether Superiors, Inferiors or Equals, what 
is due from him to them, upon the Force of 
whatſoever Right or Obligation. He will not 
hurt his Neighbour by Word or Deed, nor in- 
vade his Property any manner of Way; he 
will not injure him in his Soul or. Body, his 
Reputation or Eſtate. Calumny, Lying, Fraud, 
and all Unrighteouſneſs, are deteſted by him, 
as Vices not only below a Chriſtian, but a 


Man. He dare not, tho' it was in his Power, 


| oppreſs the Fatherleſs and Widow, nor take 
Advantage of the Simplicity, Weakneſs, or 
the Neceſſities of others, or raiſe his awn For- 
tune or Reputation upon the Ruins of his Bre- 
thren. He reckons it abominable for Men, 
injuriouſly to ſupport themſelves and their Fa- 
| milies, and far more their Riot, Prodigality 


„and Luxury, at the Expence of others. And 


he abhors that vile kind of Theft, which too 

many are guilty of, while they fraudytently. - 

| borrow what either they know they cannor, 
. or ape reſolved never to pay, The Chriſtian | 
ff *. _ 
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conſiders that Almighty G O D hath e 


the Rights and Properties of Men by ſix of the 
ten Commandments, and that he hath de- 
nounced the moſt terrible Judgments againſt 
thoſe who preſume to violate themi. He hath 
ſtill before his Eyes that golden Rule given by 


Chriſt to his Diſciples, for regulating their De- 


portment toward their Neighbour, Matt. vii. 
12. Therefore all Things v, atſoever ye would 
hat Men ſhould do to you, do ye even ſo to them; 
for this is the Law and the Prophets. He be- 
lie ves that the unrighteous or unjuſt ſhall not 


inherit the Kingdom of GOD ; that no impe- 


nitent Tranſgreſſor of any of thoſe Laus rela- 
ting to Men, ſhall enter into the Jeruſalem 


above, but ſhall rather have his Part in tlie 
Lake which burneth with Firs and Brimſtone, 


which i is the ſecond D eat. 

And now, having found my ſelf obliged to 
inſiſt a little more largely upon the precteding 
and moſt important Particular, viz. the Pre- 
cepts of the Goſpel, I ſhall very briefly diſ- 
courſe upon the remaining Points. * ſo J 
come to conſider, according to the Method al- 
ready propoſed, that, 


Thirdly, In the Goſpel there is "ad 


great Thing to which the Behaviour of the 


Chriſtian ſhould. agree, namely the perfect and 


| unblemiſhed Pattern or Example which it re- 
commends to our Imitation 5 and that is the 


Life 5 0 -our F Lord | Tue Gant When all Fleſh 
. e ad 
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had corrupted their Way, and were irrecove= 
Irably, as to any Power of their own, plung d 
into Pravity and Vice, then it pleas d the Fa- 
t ther of Mercies, out of his Infinite Goodneſs 
and Compaſſion, to ſend his own Son into the 
World, cloath'd with humane Nature, to re- 
ſtore it to its primæve Uprightneſs and Integri- 
ty. In order to this, Feſus did not only call Men 
to Repentance and Amendment by his Doctrine, 
; but did alſo allure and invite them thereto by 
the incomparable and unſtained Beauty and 
: ELuſtre: of his own Righteouſneſs: and Piety. 
The Life of Chriſt was one continued and un- 


interrupted Tract of the moſt admirable Obe- 
I dience and Holineſs. This grand Exemplar 
vas a Piece of accompliſh'd Perfection, in 
„vhich the moſt eritical Eye could obſerve no 
Defect. He knew no Sin, neither was Guile 
Hundi in his Mouth. He was the Lamb of 
60D, without Spot and Blemiſh. He was 
barmleſs, and undefil d, and ſeparate from Sin- 
ners. If we look upon the Life of our bleſ- 
ſed Lord, with reſpect to his Father, then it 
ſhines with perfect Reſignation to his Will, with 
the humbleſt Devotion, and a moſt ardent and 
well governed Zeal for his Glory. If we caſt 
our Eyes upon this glorious Pattern, where it 
thews- Chriſt's Deportment towards himſelf; 
we are raviſhed with the amiable Sweetneſs of 
his Humility, Meekneſs, Self- Denial, and Pu- 
rity ; And, if we view it in his Behaviour. to 
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to-Men, then we are ſtruck with Wonder and 
rapturous Aſtoniſhment, while we behold his 
unparallel'd Charity, Mercy, Afability, Pa 
tience and Forgiveneſs,  _ 
To apply this to the Buſineſs in Hand, If wel 
would follow St. Paul's Advice, and form oui 
Converſation” agreeably to the Goſpel, fo fu 
as it ſets before us the Example of Jeſus Chriſt; . 
We muſt, with ſtrenuous Endeavour and a hol,” 
ly Emulation conform our ſelves to it. Welt 
hould not think that it is enough for us to ad. 
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romiſes of the Goſpel, we may aſely ſay, that 
OD who is infinitely good hath made the 
10ſt gracious and glorious Manifeſtations of his 
oodneſs and Bounty; that he hath open d, 
as it were, all his Treaſures, and freely invited 
Men to partake of them. GOD offers in the 
FGoſpel, to all who are willing to perform the 


Man is capable to receive, or, with Reverence 
be it ſpoken, that he can | beſtow : : For it is no- 
thing lefs than the full Enjoyment of himſelf, 
throughout all Eternity. Sincere Chriſtian 
Godlineſs hath the Promiſes of this Life, and 
of that which is to come. As ſpiritual and e- 
verlaſting Bleſſings are enſur d abſolutely by 
the Goſpel, to ſuch as walk agreeably to it; 
Jo likewiſe all neceſſary temporal Bleſſings and 
Comforts are ſecured to them, ſo far as their 
Iheavenly and moſt mereiful Father fees it pro- 
rer and convenient for them. Our bleſſed 
Lord hath promiſed to all who believe and o- 
bey the Goſpel; the Remiſſion of their Sins, 
che Favour of GO D, the Guidance, Aſſiſt- 
"Wance and Conſolations of the Holy Ghoſt, while 

hey are in this Werld; and at Length the 
kingdom of Heaven, the Viſion of GOD, 
an heavenly Treaſure; + Joy which canrot be 


* MHouſe, the ſitting with himſelf upon his Throne, 

and their, abode with him for ever. The Apo- 
| ſil St. Peter being fully: perfirades rat the 
1 rut! * 


requir d Conditions, the greateſt Felicity that 


taken from them, à Manſion in his Fathers 
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Truth of all this, hath very high Expreſſo ions 
concerning the immenſe and manifold Advan- 
tages promiſed to thoſe, 


pel, and live anſwerably to it, 2. EpiF 1. 2, 
3, 4. Grace and Peace be multiplied unto you, 


zhrough the Knowledge of GOD, and of 7 efut 


our Lord,according as bis Divine Power hath fir 


wen unto us all Things that pertain unto Life and 


Goaline ſa, through the Knowledge of him that 


hath called us to Glory and Virtue ; whereby 
are given unto us exceeding great and preci- 
ous Promiſes. Likewiſe St. Paul having under 
his View the Bleſſings and Privileges of the 
Goſpel-Covenant, calls them che runſearchable 
Riches of Chriſt, Epheſ. iii. 8. And again he 


breaks forth into a Doxology upon the Account 


of them, Bleſſed be the GOD, and Father of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us 
with all ſpiritual Bleſſings in heavenly Places 
in Chriſt. This great Apoſtle, tho he was a 
Perſon of vaſt Experience, Comprehenſion and 
Eloquence, yet while he reflects upon the mar- 
vellous Mercy and Goodneſs of GOD, vouch- 

ſafed to the true Chriſtian from the Beginning 
of his Converſion to his Glorification; he de- 
clares that it far tranſcended all the Powers 
and Faculties of Men to conceive or deſcribe 
them, x Cor. ii. 9. Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear 


beard, neither hath entred into the Heart f 


Men, the Things which GOD hath OR 
0 chem that love bim. 


| But 
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But as the Promiſes of the Gofpel are greft 


beyond Conception and Expreſſion, ſo the 


Threatnings contain d therein againſt the wic 
ked and diſobedient are dreadful to the utmoſt 
Horror and Amazement. Not to inſiſt upon 


| thoſe Evils with which they are menaced in 


this Life, eſpecially ſuch as are ſpiritual, Oc- 
cæcation of Mind, Obduration of Heart, Trou- 
ble of Confcience, the retaining of their Sins, 
and the being forſaken by the Spirit of GOD, 

both as he is the Sanctifier and Comforter : 

What trembling may ſeiſe the Minds of Sinners? 

whenthey hear of theſe exquiſite, unſufferable & 
everlaſting Pains and Loſles that wait for them 
in the World to come? How fearful a Thing 
is it to be baniſhed for ever from the Preſence 
of GOD, who is the ſole Fountain of Com- 
fort and Joy, without the Hope of receiving 


the leaſt Conlolation through the infinite Ages 
of Eternity > But ah! what may increaſe the 


Terror of the impenitent, is; that they ſhall fall 
into the Hands of the living GO D, when he 
ſhews himſelf no more in the Way of Mercy, 
but as a righteous Judge, and a conſumingFire. 
Alas! alas! how miſerable beyond all Expreſ- 


ſion will the State of thoſe Wretches be? 


whoſe Portion ſhall be, as our Saviour repre- 
ſents it, The Fire which cannot be quenched, the 
Worm that never dies, utter Darkneſs, weeping 

e 


and gnaſbing of Teeth, and the Company of t 


Devil and his Angels for ever. Agron 
| this, 
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dict it by their wicked and ungodly Lives, 


Tiribulation and Anguiſh upon every Soul : en 


ſus Chrift, who fhall be puniſhed with everlaſt- 
ing DeftruBtion from the Preſence of the Lord, 
and from the Glory of bis Power. 
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joying the one, and eſcaping the other; that 


Holineſs in the Fear of GOD. And St. Peter An 
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eious Promiſes of the Goſpel aregivento way 
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this, St. Paul gives us a moſt frightful Deſcri: 
ption of the future Condition of ſuch, who ei- 
ther reject the Goſpel, or diſgrace and contre: 


Rom. li. 8, 9. 60 D will render to them that 
are contentious, and do not obey the Truth, but 
obey Unrighteouſs neſs, Indignation and Wy ath, 


Man that doth Evil. And 2 Theſ}. i. 7, 8, 
The Lord Feſus Chriſt ſhall be revealed from 
Heaven with his mighty Angels, in flaming Fir: 
taking Vengeance of them that know not GOD, 
and that obo not the Goſpel of our Lord Je. 


Ik then we would live as it becomes the 
Goſpel in its Promiſes and Threatnings, we 
muſt do what it requires, in order to the en- 


is, we are bound diligently to exerciſe our 
ſelves in all manner of Righteouſneſs and Piety, i 
and carefully to avoid Impiety and Wicked: 
neſs. We find St. Paul reaſoning after this 
manner, with reſpect to the Promiſes, 2 Cor. 
vii. 1. Having therefore theſe Promiſes, deat: 
ly beloved, let us cleanſe our ſelves from al 
Filthineſs of the Fleſh and Spirit, perfeTing 


aſſures us, That the exceeding great and pre- 
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is grand Deſign, that by them! we might be 


WP 2rcakers of the Divine Nature, baving eſca« 
el 


ved the Corruption that is in the World through 


+ Lſt. 2 Epift. i. 4 And we may obſerve St, 
Paul exhorting the Chriſtian Hebrews to the 


moſt ſerious Piety, from the Conſideration 
Iboth of what the Goſpel promiſes and threat- - 
ens, xii. 28, 29. Wherefore we receiving & - 
ingdom which cannot be moved, let ur have 
race, whereby we may ſerve GOD actetptably, 


with Reverence and godly Fear. For ou GOD 
7 e 


3s 4 conſuming Fire. 8 

Finally, It now remains that I ſhould con-⸗ 

fider the laſt great Thing in the Goſpel, Which 

nam d as that unto which our Converſation 

or Behaviour ought to correſpond, vis; the 

powerful Aid and efficacious Means which the 5 
oſpel offers and affords, to enable us ti per- 


e form the Obedience which it requires. 
The powerful Aid which the Goſpel 6ffers - 

ut gas the efficient Cauſe of Obedience to it, is; the © 
ur omnipotent Grace of the Holy Ghoſt, exert- 

ty ing it ſelf in our Regeneration, farther Sandi- _ 
<d-Wcation, and final Perſeverance, with a never 

his ailing Efficacy in thoſe who entertain and com- 

ar, 


ply with it. To this Grace if we would du- 


"Wy correſpond, it is neceſſary that with impor- 
al nate Prayer we continually beg of GOD 
ne Preſence and Aſſiſtance of his holy Spirit. 
ind that we intirely ſurrender our ſelves to his? 
55 onduct, in beginning, carrying on, and fi- 


niſhing; * - 
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eſpecially theſe which follow. Fir , We ought 


as one of them ſpeaks, The Power of GO D 


_ verſion and Edification of Souls. Thirdly, By 
the expreſs and peremptory Command of Cbrif 
we are enjoined to partake of the Goſpel-S4- 


Supper, and are undoubtedly, when duly ad- 


7 32 10 = 
niſhidg the or eat Work of Holineſs i in our Heart 
and Lives. | 

The efficacious Means forded by the Gol: 
pel for aſſiſting us to live agreeably to it, are 


with great Diligence and Attention, and. with 
a docile and ſuitably diſpoſed Mind, ſtudy and 

ponder the Doctrine of Jeſus Chrift, taught 
firſt by himſelf, and afterwards explain d by 
his Apoſtles. Which Doctrine is plainly and 
faithfally delivered in the New Teſtament by 
Perſons of infallible. Authority, and is indeed, 


unto Salvation to every one that believeth. Se. 
condly, We are called by the Goſpel to wait 
aſſiduouſly and devoutly upon the Chriſtian Aſ- 
ſemblies, under the Preſidency, Direction and 
Inſtruction of the Miniſters of our Lord and 
Saviour, called to the holy F unction accord- 
ing to his Appointment. To which Aſſem- 
blies Chriſt hath promiſed his peculiar gracious 
Preſence, and a mighty Bleſſing to the Mini- 
ſtration of his Servants in them, for the Con- 


SO. > 23. 93. Med. err en COT 


craments, which are Baptiſm and the Lord. 


miniſtred and received, effectual Means of con: 
veying and increaſing. Grace. And here, with 
reſpect to Baptiſm, it 1s incumbent upon us 

7 6» wn 


—— AE 
tarefully to improve the Gtacs conveyed by 
it, and ſeriouſly to reflect upon the ſtrict and ſo- 
lemn Ties it hath laid upon us to lead à God- 
ly and Chriſtian Life. As to the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Suppei, we are bound with the 
utmoſt Care to diſpoſè our ſelves for the pious 
and frequent Reception thereof. The bleſſed 
Effect of whith religious Behaviour will be our 
Confirmation both in the Profeſſion and Pra- 
tice of Chriſtianity, together with our Growth 
in Grace, and in the Knowledge of out Lord 
and Saviour Feſus Chri#. Laſily, One moſt 
neceſſary arid ſucceſsful Mean preſcribed in the 
Goſpel, for attaining the Holineſs which it re- 
quires of all the Profeſſors thereof, is, con- 
ſtant, humble and importunate Prayer. For 
as the ſincere and devout Exercife thereofhath * 
genuine Tendency and Uſefulnefs for promo- 
Ning true Refigion and Piety in thoſe who ac- 
cuſtom thernſelves thereunto, ſo the moſt pre- 
tous Gift of the holy Spirit, the Sanctiſfier, is 
Hromiſed to thoſe who ask it in the Way whick 
I have deſcribed. I have infiſted but briefly 


* 


1 
B/ n theſe laſt Things at preſerit, becauſe T ſhall 
i/12ve the Opportunity of explaining them more 
a-Wully, when I come, as I have promiſed, to 
1 /Fficr Directions and Rules for affiſting us to 


perform this comprehenſive and important 
Duty of ordering our Converſation as it beco= 
meth the Goſpel of Chriſt. 
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And now, after the Account which - hath 
been given of the great Things contain d in 
the Goſpel, and of the Nature of that Con- 
gruity which the Lives of Chriſtians ſhould 
carry unto them, together with a ſhort Deſcri- 
ption of the more remarkable Duties enjoined 

y Jeſus Chriſt, and explained by his Apoſtles; 
it may ſeem proper to conchude this Diſcourſe 
with 4 doleful and affectionate Lamentation 


for that open and woful Oppoſition to the 


Goſpel, which alas! too generally prevails a- 


mongſt thoſe who make Profeſſion of it. Does 


not the Practice of many flatly affront and con- 
tradict the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, 
which nevertheleſs they pretend firmly to be- 
heve ? Are not the great Precepts of the Goſ- 
pel moſt ſcandalouſly tranſgreſſed by thoſe, 
who cannot but know that they are bound by 
the moſt dreadful Penalties to the Obſervance 


of them? Many retain to Feſus as his Diſci 


ples and Followers, who, inſtead of imitating 
him, do by their vile and accurſed Practices 
reſemble Devils, Brutes, or the very wotlt 
of Infidels. Comparatively ſpeaking, hoiy few 
profeſſing the Chriſtian Religion are influenced 
by the Promiſes and Threats thereof, to per- 
form the Duties enjoined, or avoid the Sins 
forbidden by it? Do they not rather live, s 
they neither expected the one, nor feared the 
other > And tho' Chriſtians enjoy all the Ad. 
vantages of arriving at the higheſt Degrees of 
— 4 Holinels, 


WER pa 
Holineſs; and of overcoming the Devil, the 

World and the Fleſh ; yet the Wickedneſs of 
many is ſuch, as if they were utter Strangers - 

to the Goſpel; and had not the Offer of the 
Holy Ghoſt to enlighten, renew and ſanctity 
n, | 


To come up a little more cloſely to the Con- 
ſciences of many profeſſing the Goſpel of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, do they not continually, in whole 
or in part, contradict that excellent Leſſon, 
whereby it teaches us, That denying Ungodli- 
neſs and worldly Lufts, we ſhould live godly, 
ſoberly and rigbtebuſiy? Alas! many inſtead 
of living godly, or with that awful and pious ' 
Regard they ow to the Divine Majeſty, have 
quite Caſt off the Fear of GOD, and do out- 
ragiouſly affront him by the moſt daring, In- 
ſtances of horrid Impiety. Many intirely 
withdraw their Love from GO D, and com- 
mit abominable Idolatry with the Honours, 
Pleaſures and Profits of the World. Many ei- 
ther wholly neglect his Worſhip, or perform 
it with mere Formality and Coldneſs, or with 
downright Hypocriſy. Raſh and cuſtomary 
ſwearing by the tremendous Name of the ſu- 
preme Lok D of the Univerſe, yea and wit 


ful deliberate foreſwearing do lamentably a- 


bound | And that Day which is called by our 
Lord, and conſecrated to Devotion and religi- 
ous Exerciſes, is wofully profaned by ſome 
who employ its * early and later e 
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tlie Tavern, and too many of the reſt iu the 
Bed, the Chamber, or the Field. And as the 
great Rules of Godlineſs or Piety are profanely 
Neglected or broken, ſo alſo theſe of Chriſtian 
Sobriety are violated by the groſſeſt and moſt 
ſhameful Inſtances of Contradiction to them. 


The inward Pride arid vain Glory of many Per- 


ſons is clearly ſeen in their whole Deport- 
ment and Behaviour, atid in every thing, about 
them. Many of the pretended Diſciples of 


Chri# are fo far from walking honeſtly as in the 


Day, that they violently indulge to Chamber- 
ing and . Wantonnefs, and to Rioting and 
Drunkenneſs. They are ſo far from comply- 
ing with the Goſpel- Rules, in reſtraining and 
mortify ing their catnal and ſenſual Inclinati- 
ons and Deſires, that they rather gratify them 


on all Occaſions, and induſtrioully ſtudy to 


make Proviſion for the Fleſh to fulfil it in the 
Luſts thereof * Sb that truly they look liket 


the School of Epicurus, and the Votaries of 


Bacchus and Venus, the vileſt of the antient 
_ Heathen Deities, than the Difciples of their 
ſelf-denied and innocent Maſter, and that Do. 
ctrine which is according to'Godlineſs and Pu- 
rity. Of ſuch Perſons, with St. Paul we may 
fay weeping, That they are the Enemies of the 
Croſs of Chriſt; whoſe End is Deftrution, 
whoſe God is their Belly, and whoſe Glory is 
in their Shame, who mind earthly Things. 
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ſtianity 


„ Lv w.cocomn, 


21:35: 3, 


ſtianity are ſo miſerably enſlaved. to Cove: 
touſneſs, hurried on with ſuch inſatiable De- 
ſires after Money. and worldly Advantages, 
and ſo extremely „ eee anni about 
theſe Things, as if Chriſt had not moſt ex- 
preſly and earneſtly forbidden thoſe Vices, as 
if their Treaſure were on Earth and not in Hea- 


56: . F | 


| ven; as if there was not a Providence on 


which they could rely, nor a Promiſe which 
they ſhould believe, and as they were either 
never to leave this World, or might carry their 
Riches with them into the next? 5 
Finally, As the Lives of many Profeſſors of 
the Goſpel are utterly inconſiſtent. with its Di- 
rections as to Godlineſs and Sobriety, ſo like- 
wiſe with what it preſcribes anent Righteouſ- 
neſs and Charity. Alas! how fewngw among 


| the Diſciples of Jeſus can be known to beſuch 


by their mutual Love, their Peaceableneſs, 
and their untainted Candor and Equity? May 
we not obſerve the vaſt Dominion of Malice, 
Envy, Revenge, Detractiqn, Cęnſoriouſneſs, 
Jealouſy, Contention and Debate 2- And does 
not every Body ſee the general Prevalency of 
Injuſtice, Oppreſſion, Deceit, Piſingenuouſ- 
neſs, Ingratitude and Crueltyz _ 
But notwithſtanding what hath been ſaid 
(too juſtly) of the deplorable Impiety and 
Wickedneſs which fo generally reign among 
Chriſtians, we have the moſt comfortable Oc- 
calion of giving Praiſe to the infinite Mercy of 
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G OD, who by his almighty Grace hath re: 


ſerved many Thouſands who have not bowed 
the Knee to Baal; who are the Worſhippers of 
GOD in Spirit and in Truth, and the faith- 
ful and obedient Diſciples of Chri# ; who are 
blameleſs and harmleſs, the 'Sons of GOD 
without Rebuke, in the midſt of a crooked 
and perverſe Nation, and among whom they 


ſhine as Lights in the World; who walk wor- 


thy of the Vacation with which they are cal- 
led, and whoſe Converſation is every Way 
ſuch as it becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt. 


May the Number of ſuch daily increaſe, to 
© the Credit of. our holy Religion, and the 
Gloryof GOD the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghoſt. Amen. 
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DISCOURSE II. 


PHILIPPIANS I. 27. 


2 Only, let your Converſation be as it denne 
% the Goſpel of Chriſt. 


Avix G in ſome taafire perfornt: 
ed the firſt Part of the Task I pre- 
| ſcribed to my ſelf, in rs pon 
from the Words you ha ve heard rea 
by a general Enquiry into the great Subjects 
treated of in the Goſpel, and to which the 
Chriſtian is required ta conform his Behavi- 
our: It follows now, that I ſhould diſcharge 
the ſecond” Part of my Undertaking, which 
Vas to propoſe the moſt exciting Motives * 
Arguments to ſuch a Practice, as may Bs 
worthy of and . Dh the Goſpel of Chriſt. 
And here I may fay with the greateſt Aſſu- 
rance, that the Reaſons which Preſs and re- 
commend a Goſpel-Life or Converſation, 
throng in upon the thinking Mind in much 
Variety, 


* 
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Variety, and carry with them a Force which 
cannot be reſiſted but by the moſt woful Ob- 
ſtinacy of a Will obdured in Impiety and Wie, 
— y ore 
* Firft, It is worthy of our Notice, that St. 
Faul, who was ſo highly concerned for the 
Glory of GOD, and the Salvation of nA 
knew how much a Practice and Deportment, 
ſuitable to the Goſpel, would contribute to 
theſe noble Ends, doth often and very pathe- 
tically exhort the Churches of Chriſt thereun- 
to, Eypbeſ. iv. 1, 17. I therefore the Priſoner pr 
of the Lord beſeech you, that ye walk warthy of || pe 
the Vocation wherewith ye are called. ThisI I un 
ſay therefore, and teſtify in the Lord, that ye ¶ ou 
henceforth walk not as other Genti{es wall in I in 
zhe Vanity of their Mind. Col. ii, 6, 7. As do 
ye have therefore received Jeſus Chriſt the I m: 
Lord, ſo walk ye in him, .rooted and built up in I de. 
Pim, and ſlabliſped in the Faith as ye/have been I pr. 
aught, abounding therein. with Thankſgiving, he) 
This Apoſtle reckoned a Behaviour in Chriſti- Lo 
ans agreeable to the Goſpel ſo indiſpenſibly ne- 
_ ceſlary, that he made the. urging thereof the 
great Theme and Buſineſs 'of his preaching; 
And the principal Subject and Matter of his 
Prayers in Behalf of Belie vers. 1 Theſſ. ii. 12. 
Te nam how we exhorted and comforted, and I. 
Charged every 'pne of you ( as a Father doth bis 
Children ) chat ye would walk worthy of GOD 
990 bach called jou into his Kingdom and Glos 
ff. w LR i 
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ry. Cal. i. 9, 10. For this Cauſe we alſp ge 
the Nay we heard it, do not ceaſe to pray for 
you, that ye might walk worthy of the Lord to 
\ Wa! well-pleaſing, being fruitful in every good 
- | Work, and increaſing in the Knowledge of 
e (GOD. 2 Theſſ. i. 11. Wherefore alſo we pray 
; always for you, that our GOD would count 
you worth! of this Calling, 1 ulfil all tbe 
good Pleaſure of his Goodneſs, and the Work of 
Faith vb FOR. oi 
Secondly, That which ſhould exceedingly 
prevail with us to walk as it becomes the Gol 
pel of Feſus Chriſt, or to conform our Lives 
unto it in Holineſs and Purity, is, that upon 
our doing orherwiſe, we, as much as is poſſible 
in us, counteract and fruſtrate the Divine Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Charity ſo much proclaimed and 
magnified in the Goſpel, and we neglect and 
deſpiſe the ſame after a moſt unkind and op- 
probrious manner. The great Deſign of the 
hever enough to be admired both Wildom and 
Loye of G O D, in the adorable Work of Man's 
Redemption ſo much ſpoken of in the Goſ- 
pel, was to bring us to eternal Happineſs by 
the Way of Faith and Holineſs, to extirpate 
Vice and Impiety out of the World, and ta 
introduce Godlineſs and Virtue, to ſanctif7 
our Natures, and reſcue us from the Domini- 
Jon of Sin. This . appears, whether 
Ive look up to the venerable Purpoſe and De- 
erce of the ſacred and ever bleſſed Trinity, 
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we eonſider the Execution thereof in the Cœ By; 
ming of 7eſus Chriſt into the World. As to 
the firſt of theſe, we are informed by St. 

Paul, Epheſ. i. 4. That GOD hath choſen ut 
z Chriſt before the Foundation of the Woyld, 
that we ſbould be holy, and without Blame be- 


fore bim in Love. As to the other, the Fa-. 


ther of Fobn Baptiſt being filled with the Holy 
Ghoft, and propheſying of that glorious Re- 
demption which GOD was to accompliſh 
through Jeſus Chriſt, tells us that it was chief- 
ly to conſiſt in this, That we being delivered 
out of the Hand of our Enemies, might ſerve him 
without Fear, in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs 
before him all the Days of our Life. To this 
agrees the Teſtimony of St. John the Apoſtle, ft: 
I Epift. iii. 8. For this purpoſe the Son of G OD 
was manifeſied, that he might deſtroy the Works ho 
of the Devil. St. Peter and St. Paul conde- 
cend further, and teach us more particularly, ve 
that the Sufferings, Death and Reſurrection 
of our bleſſed Lord were levelled at the De-: 
ſtruction of Sin, our Manumiſſion from its} 
Power and Slavery, and our being quickened 
and ſtrengthned to the free and vigorous Exer* 
Ciſe of Holineſs and Piety : 1 Pet. ii. 24. Who 


his own ſelf bare our Sins in his own Body of w 


the Tree, that we being dead unto Sin (houls 
live unto Righteouſneſs : By whoſe Stripes jt 
were healed. Tit. ii. 14. Who gave himſelj 
for us, that he might redeem us from all Int 
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ty and purify unto bimſelf a peculiar People 
to ealous of good Works, And again, St. Peter 
St. Wiſcourſing to the Fews, Acts in. 26. hath this 


emarkable Expreſſion, Unto you firſt GOD 
having raiſed up his Son JE Sus, ſent bim to 
Pieſs you, in turning away every one of you from 
Fa- Wis Iniquities. ot 


ly Now from this we clearly fee the Truth of 
e- Nrhat I juſt now aſſerted, viz, That while Men 
in No on in the Ways of Unbelief and Wicked- 
el- Ineſs, and thus there is a Contradiction betwixt 
ed the Goſpel and their Lives, then, ſo far as they 
im can, they make the Mercy and Grace of 


GOD to be vain towards them; they wo- 
his fully oppoſe his wiſe and gracious Purpoſes, 
le, and become the Deſpiſers of his Goodneſs an 

L Love. O aſtoniſhing Inſtance of the moſt 
rk horrid and ſhameful Wickedneſs and Ingrati- 
de · tude! that many by a moſt unaccountable Per- 
„ verſeneſs and Obſtinacy ſhould fight againſt 
onFGOD, undervalue the Offers of his Peace, 
)e·¶ and do what they can to make Chriſt, as it 
itz g were, to loſe the Travel of his Soul. However 
e ſome may now make light of this Argument 
er for perſwading them to live as it becomes the 
Goſpel; yet the Time is coming when they 
will be ſeverely upbraided with this atrocious 
Contempt and Abuſe of the Divine Goodneſs, 


ſeiences. In this woful critical Juncture, mi- 
ſcrable Sinners will wiſh in vain, that they had 
e treated 


and that both by GO and their own Con- 
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ſelves Chillen or glory in the Profe ſſſo 


reformed in Heart and Life. As the Chri- 


nointed of the Holy Ghoſt, and cloſes with 


f £4 % 
treated the loving Kindneſs of G 2 D wi 
progeer Regard, and that they had lived as it 4 
came the Goſpel of Chriſt. O that there 
fore the Hearts of all careleſs, profane and Wit 
ked Profeſſors of the Goſpel would relent bel 
fore it be too late, and that in this their Da 
they did know the Things which belong to then 
Flom be of they foall be hid from their 55 . 
Thirdly, However Men ma reckon 


the Goſpel, even while their Lives are 15 
greeable to it; yet in that Caſe they are only 
nominal Chriſtians; they are not true Belie- 
vers, neither have they a ſaving Intereſt in e. o 
Fus Chrift, nor ſhall they be owned and treated 
by him as his Diſciples in the Day when be 
ſhall judge the World in Righteouſneſs. Toſſne 


be a Chriſtian in Reality, or according to the i. 


full Importance of that honourable Deſigma-· ; 
tion and Character, ſuppoſes not only an Af eb 
ſent to the Doctrine of Teſus Chrift, and pat: e. 
ticularly to this Propofition that he is the S:. 
viour-of the World, but alſo includes Obedi- Nhe 
ence to his Commandments, the reſembling ( 
him in Holineſs, and the being renewed xe. 


ſtian derives his Name from Chriſt, who was 
anointed of GOD to the ſacred Offices of 
Prophet, Prieſt and King; ſo if he anſwers 
his glorious Title, he is in ſome meaſure 2. 


* 
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0 b iñ in all his Offices, in the Regal, as well 
eres the Prophetical and Sacerdotal. In Proof 
wier what T am advancing, St. Paul deſcribing 
beſhhhe Chriſtian, ſays, F any Man be in Chriſt, 
ei new Creature. Old Things are paſt a- 
ben pay, bebold all Things are betcine new.. 2 Cor. 
17. And again, Gal. v. 24. They that are 
- ite baue crucified the Fleſb with its Aﬀe- 
ions and Lifts, From which Expreſſions 
e may ſafely infer, that they are not true 
hriſtians who remain irregenerate and un- 
Hinckified, and continue under the reigning 
Power of their corrupt carnal Inclinations and 
Deſires. We may in this Affair with Parity 
df Reaſon apply to the Chriſtian what the 
ToFnentioned Apoſtle ſpeaks of the-Few, Rom. 
theWi. 28, 29. and ix. 6, 7. He is not a Few,which 
f. N one outwardly ; neither is that Circumciſion, 
Al-@obich is outward in the Fleſh, But he is a 
ar-Mfew, which is one inwardly ; and Circumciſion 
as that of the Heart, in the Spirit, and not in 
f- be Letter, whoſe Praiſe is not of Men, but of 
k 30D. For they are not all Iſrael, which are 
bf Iſrael « Neither becauſe they are the Seed 
f Abraham, are they all Children: but in Iſaac 
all thy Seed be called. That is, they which 
are the Children of the Fleſh, theſe are not 


the Children of G O D; bit the Children of 
Fe Promiſe are counted for the Seed. This 
h YApoſtolick Way of arguing warrands us ro'fay;, 
e is not a Chriſtian, nor bas Right to the 
18 8 eres 
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Name, without Actions agreeable to it: Let 


tereſt in him, who continue impenitent in thel 
Sins: Then will I profeſs unto them, I neun 
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great Chriſtian Privileges; who merely ptof m 
teſſes the Chriſtian Religion, who is born » 
Chriſtian Parents, and hath been outwardly 
waſhed by the Waters of Baptiſm : But he j 
a Chriſtian, who is of a holy and Chriſtian 
Temper and Frime of Soul, who is baptized 
by the Holy Ghoſt, and purified by him from 
the Pollution of vicious Habits and Practice, 
and whoſe Sincerity is approven by G O D, the 
Searcher of Hearts. . "= 
Io confirm us in the Belief of what I hays 
ſaid upon this Argument, viz. That he is not 
truly a Chriſtian who leads a wicked and un- 
godly Life, who has nothing but the bar 


us ſeriouſly ponder the Words of our Lord o 
two very ſolemn Occaſions, 70h. viii. 31 
Matth. vii. 22, 23. Then ſaid Jeſus to thu 
Fews which believed on him, If ye continue in 
wy Word, then are ye my Diſciples indeed 
That is, if ye keep my Commandments, and 
make my Doctrine the Rule of your Life, 
then, atid not otherwiſe; ye are what ye pro- 
feſs your ſelves to be. By the other Text bt 
tells us, That in the Day of Judgment he wil 
abſolutely feject the Claim of thoſe to an In 


knew you. I did not acknowledge you io! 
mine, nor own you as my Diſciples, tho J 
called me Lord, and profeſſed to bglieve 1 
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„my Name; and therefore I pronounce that 
dreadful Sentence againſt you, Depart from me 
je that work Tniquity. If then we value the 
Name, the Honour and Privileges of Chriſti- 
ans, and deſire to be conſidered as ſuch by our 
ll great Maſter, whoſe Name we bear, let us in 
all Things endeavour to live as it becomes his 
ee holy Goſpel, never forgetting theſe Words of 
St. Paul, 2 Tim. ii. 19. Nevertheleſs the Foun- 
I dation of GOD ſtandeth ſure, baving this Seal, 
The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, 
Let every one that nameth the Name of Chriſt 
"Ml depart from Iniquity. | 
S Fourthly, We are all bound upon the Prin- 
if ciples of Candor and Veracity to demean our 
ſelves agreeably to the Goſpel; and' if we do 
not ſo, we are certainly involved in the vileſt 
Hypocriſy, and the moſt perfidious Treachery 
and Falſhood. For when firſt we were made 
Members of the Chriſtian Society, by 1 
received into the Church of Chriſt, and ad- 
if} mitted to the glorious Benefits of the Cove- 
ro. nant of Grace, we ſolemnly vowed and under- 
hel took by our Parents or God-Fathers, not only 
to believe all the Articles of the Chriſtian 
Faith, but alſo to keep the Commandments 
«of of GOD, and to renounce the Devil, the 
World, and the Fleſh. Many of us have, ſince 
ve arrived at the Uſe of Reaſon and Choice, 
moſt religiouſly ratified this original Contract, 
and renewed our Baptiſmal Vow by the Re- 
74  * erption 
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who, tho' he pretends the ſincereſt Friendſhip 
to his Neighbour, does on all Occafions e. N. 
proach and injure him. Thus we think of a”; 
Servant, who notwithſtanding the Shews lie 
makes of Reverence and Reſpect to his Ma- 
ſter, yet negleds his Affairs, and diſobeys lis 
Commands. And all true Loyaliſts abhor that 
Subject, who after the ſtricteſt Oath of A-W 
fegiance ſworn to his lawful and gracious So · 
vereign, does habitually violate the fundamen- W 
tal Laws, riſes up in open Rebellion againſt 
him, and joins in Confederacy with: his moft 


=—_— po -” — mw — — — Ge 


Et: Waliciog 


"Tas - 


tb malicious — to diſmoutit him from tlie 5 
f. Throne. If ſuch a falſe and treacherous Be- 
haviour be ſo juſtly abominable in the Inſtan- 
ces mentioned, how much more ſo muſt it 
ih needs be, when we practiſe it in our Carriage 
jy towards our bleſſed Lord and Saviour, to 
A whoſe Service we were early devoted, whoſe 
WDiſciples we ſtifl pretend to be? We call him 


0 woful Suppoſition of our Diſobedience, how 
ind hall we be confounded with that Queſtion, 
. / call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the 
Thinps which I. ſay ? Luke vi. . 
Fiftbly, The Laws of Decency, and a Ref: 
pet. to our own Credit, require that we 
ſhould order our Life as it becomes the Goſ- 
pel. It is commonly reckoned. a very unbe- 
ſeeming and diſgraceful Thing for Men to be 
ignorant of, or to contradict the Rules and 
| rinciples of their own Profeſſion, or to live 
unſuitably to and unworthy of their Station, 
haracter and Quality. Would we not very 
uſtly think meanly of him, who by his Fun- 
ion was a Miniſter of the Goſpel; that is to 
ay, one who profeſſed to inſtru others in 
he Knowledge of GOP, and to exhort them 
f Holineſs and - Piety, and yet was ignorant 
Wod wicked himſelf: Every Perſon is apt to 
eſpiſe and deteſt him whofe Office it is to 
@ {tribute Juſtice to others, and nevertheleſs 


A a both on the Bench, and his ow 
| D | private 


Lord, and are called by his Name. On the 
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private Dealings. If one noble or honourable 
by his Birth or Station, who had received 
generous Education, and whoſe Eſtate or Com di 
dition was opulent and plentiful, ſhould con. Af 
verſe with none but baſe and raſcally Sort «| C! 
People, and ſhould habitually exereiſe himſe((F!- 
in Practices mean and unworthy of his Cha 
racter; Men would readily loath and under- 
value him in their Thoughts, and expreſs theit 
Contempt of him on all Occaſions. Now s. 
greeably to this Reaſoning, he who proteſles'* 
to believe the Goſpel, and owns himſelf to beſſſf 
the Diſciple of Feſus Chriſt ; he who is bap- 
tized into the Name of our Lord, adopted in- 
to his Family, admitted into the glorious Pri- 
vileges of Chriſtianity, who is called unto Ho“ 
lineſs here, and to Happineſs hereafter, and 
all this notwithſtanding, leads a carnal, wicked 
and unchriſtian Life, a Life unſuitable to theſi 
divine Truths, the holy Precepts, and prect- 
ous Promiſes of the Goſpel : He, I ſay, tram- 
ples upon all the Rules and Maxims of Ho 
- Nour, Order and Decency,, and does that 
_ * Whiclr is extremely unworthy of him, and 
diſagreeable to his Character, and ſo is juſtly 
expoſed to Shame and Reproach. 
If then we would avoid the moſt notorion 
and hateful Indecency, and the Diſhonout 
that is conſequent thereupon, let us take Cart 
that our Converſation be as becomes the Gol 
pct, in Holineſs, Heavenlineſs and 8 1 
| ere 
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14 there being ttuly nothing more coritradidtory} | 
an. diſreputable and unbecoming, than a wicked 
on and ungodly Profeſſor of the Goſpel. For the 
. «Chriſtian is called unto Glory and Virtue; 2 Pet. 
ii. 3. Or as St. Paul expreſſes himſelf, He is 
ha taled with an holy Calling, 2 Tim. i.g. And 
es. whatſoever View we take of the Goſpel, we 
geil find it every Way leads to Righteouſneſs and 
I Piety. This Argument and Motive to a Con- 
ſelf terfation agreeable to the Goſpel, taken from 
bel the Topick of Decency and Honour, is fre- 
Iauently uſed by St. Paul, Rom. xiii. 12. The 
in Night is far ſpent, the Day is at hand, let tis 
therefore caſt off the Works of Darkneſs, and 
10. Dt on the Armour of Light. Again he dehorts 
the Epheſians, converted to Chriſtianity, from 
the Practice of ſeyeral Vices, as a Thing nt- 
terly diſagreeable to their now happy Eſtate 
and Condition, | Epheſ. v. 7, 8. Be not ye 
um therefore Partakers with them. For ye were 
Ho- ſometimes Darkneſs, but now ye are Light in 
tha ie Lord. Walk as Children of Light. 285 
and Sixt hly, As a Converſation aprecabſe to the 


ftly 


and all who pretend to be the Diſciples of 
Chriſt ; ſo it plainly becomes and ſuits us as 
Ive are Men, or reaſonable Creatures, made 
in the Image and after the Likeneſs of G O D, 
or endued with ſpiritual and dixine Faculties 
and Powers. The Grace of GO D operating 
in the Chriſtian, waſhes oft in a great meaſure 
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Goſpel highly becomes the Profeſſors of it, 


ſpeaking of himſelf to the Prophet 7eremiah, 


= tur 
the Stains of natural and acquired Corruption 
and reſtores the Soul to its original Beauty 
and Uprightneſs. They who lead the Chiti. 
ſtian Life do, in the more notable Acts and 
Inſtances of it, live the Life of GOD, who 
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faith, I am the Lord which exerciſe loving 
Kindiieſs, Judgment, and Righteouſneſs in the 
Earth: for in theſe Things I delight, Jer. is. 
24. He glories in the moral Perfections of 
his Nature,. in His unſpotted Sanctity and Pu- 
rity, his untainted Faithfulneſs and Truth, his 
| boundleſs Goodneſs and Beneficerice, his inf. 
nite Charity and Mercy, his adorable Long- 
ſuffering, and Readineſs to pardon and forgive, 
and he juſtly takes an infinite Complacency in 
himſelf and his moſt glorious Perfection, 
Thus we learn that the Chriſtian who imitates 
GOD in theſe Things, does ſo far live the 
Divine Lite, and arrives at the higheſt Perte- 
ction of his own reaſonable Nature: He be- 
comes, according to the Language of Chriſ 
and hi#Apoſtles, Perfect as his heavenly Fe 
ther is perfect, holy as he who hath called v 
Him is holy, pure as GOD is pure, and Pai o 
taker of a Divine Nature. What can be more] tl 
reaſoriable and decent than for Men nobly to t: 
withdraw their Love from the contemptibleſ o 
Things of this World, and to fix it upon GOD Þ 
who is infinitely worthy thereof? What more p 
becomes us than to adore the moſt glorious 
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Majeſty of the Univerſe, to pay our continual 
Thanks to our moſt gracious Benefactor, and 
to pour forth our Prayers to him who can ſup- 
ply all our Wants? Is there any thing more a- 
greeable and juſt than intire Reſignation of 
cur ſelves to him who is infinitely wiſe, righ- 
teous and good? Yea, what can be thought 
more proper and ſuitable to Mankind, plun- 
ged by the Fall into the profound Abyſs of Sin 
and Miſery, than to accept of a Deliverance 
by Faith in 7eſus the Saviour of Sinners, 
whom GOD was pleafed to give, That who- 
ſoever believes in him ſhould not periſh, bus have 
Jeverlaſting Life, And if we trace the Chri- 
ſtian in thoſe Steps of his Life, or that Part 
of his Conyerfation which regards himſelf and 
his Neighbour, then, on the bare naming them, 
they will appear moſt agreeable to our Reaſon, . 
or extremely fitting and becoming us as Men; 
for they are Humility, Meekneſs, Chaſtity, 
Temperance, Charity, Mercy, Juſtice, Peace 
ili ablenefs, Candor and Veracity. © _ 

Fu. Sevenihly, What ſhould prevail mightily 
Jed with us all, to walk as it becomes the Goſpel 
of our Lord and Saviour, is, that the doing 
ore thereof would bring Glory to him, and Repu- 
to tation to Chriſtianity ; whereas the behaving. 
ble our ſelves otherwiſe redounds exceedingly to 
his Diſhonour, - and implies the greateſt Re- 
ore proach we can throw upon him and his excel- 
ou tent Religion, When we order our Lives with 
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that Holineſs, pious Circumſpection and Inno- 
cency that is injoined by the Goſpel of Feſu 
Chrift, then we declare to the World, that we 
heartily believe it; we clearly prove our ſelyes 
to be the faithful and obedient Subjects of 
King JEs us, and fully own his Sovereignty 
over us. We ſtop the Mouths of the Enemies 
of our Lord, and refute the'Calumnies with 
which they load him and his Doctrine, and 
we do what is in our Power, by the amiable 
Beauty and Blameleſneſs of our Deportment, 
to reconcile a wicked and infidel World to the 
Religion af our deareſt Lord, and to enlarge 
his ſpiritual Kingdom in the Hearts and Live, 
of Men. As this Obſervation is ſupported by 
Reaſon, fo alſo by daily Experience, where 
the eminent Sanctity of Chriſtians does appear. 
But O! what a glorious Proof have we of i 
from the Lives of the firſt Chriſtians > Their 
admirable Holineſs, Purity, Self-denial, uni- 
verſal Charity, mutual Love, Contempt of 
the World, and undaunted Courage in ſuffer 
ing for Cbriſt and Righteouſneſs ſake, did con- 
tribute in a wonderful manner to propagate 
the Chriſtian Religion, and to bring over both 

7Zews and Heathens to the Profeſſion and Pra 
ctice of it. Our bleſſed Lord confirms tht 
Truth of what I have affirmed, in that know 
Advice to his Diſciples, Matth. v. 16. Let yout 
Light ſo ſhine before Men, that they may ſi 
Jour good Works, andglorify your Father whid 


ir in Heaven. St. Peter, by the ſuppoſed 
Force of this Argument, preſſes the Chriſtians; 
to whom he writes, to a good, ſeemly, an 

unreprovable Behaviour, 1 Epiſt. ii. 11, 12. 
Dearly beloved, I heſeech you as Strangers an 
Pilgrims, abſtain from fleſhly Luſts, which war 
againſt the Soul: Having your Converſation 
bone ſt among the Gentiles ; that whereas they 


1 


/ eak againſt you as evil Doers, they may by 
= good Works which they ſhall behold, glo- 


rify GOD in the Day of Viſitation. 

But alas! when the Converſation of Chri- 
ſtians is oppoſite and diſagreeable to the Di- 
vine Principles and Precepts of their holy Re- 
ligion, and their Lives are impious and wic- 
ked, then they treat the Goſpel as if it was a 
cunningly deviſed Fable, and its Glorious Au- 
thor as an Impoſtor and Deceiver, whom they 


did neither credit nor eſteem. By this vile and 


ſcornful Behaviour, they reje& and deſpiſe 
him in all his Offices, but more eſpecially by 
their Diſobedience to his Laws, they quite 
contemn and undervalue him as he is a King: 
And thus, by. their, indecent, immoral and 
ſcandalous Practices, they encourage evil 


of » 


Doers, they bring up an ill Report upon the 
holy Jeſus, and his pure and undefiled Reli- 
gion, they open the Mouths of his avowed 


and ſecret Enemies, and give them Occaſion 


to blaſpheme; and they wofully harden other 


all Sinners in their Impiery, ſtop the Progrels of 


\ 


24 che 


n 
the Goſpel, and hinder the Converſion of Heg! 
thens, Mahometans and Fews. All this is 
plain from Reaſon and Fact, and confirmed by 
the Obſervation of two eminent Apoſtles. St. 
Paul ſpeaking to the Fews who gloried in 
their religious Privileges, and particularly in 
the Law of Moſes, tho their Lives were an 


open Contradiction to them, ſhews them, that 


thereby they both aſtronted GO D themſelves, 


and Pr ovoked the Heathens to ſpeak reproach- 


fully of him, Rom. ii. 23, 24. Thou that ma- 
keſt thy Boaſt of the Law, through breaking 
the Law difſhonoureſt thou GOD # For the 
Name of GOD is blaſphemed among the Gen- 
ziles, through vom, as it is written. And St, 
Peter giving an Account of the falſe Teachers 
that ſhould: ariſe among Chriſtians, and the 
many Followers they would have both in their 
pernicious Doctrines and ſcandalous Practices, 
makes this ſad Remark, By reaſon of whom 
tbe Way of Truth ſhall be evil. ſpoken of, 2 E- 


piſt. ii. 1, 2. We find St. Paul frequently, 


making uſe of the Argument before us, as 
knowing it would powerfully afte& thoſe who 


had any.Tengerneſs.and Regard to their Profeſ- 


ſion and Maſter; particularly he exhorts Per- 


ſons of ſeveral States and Relations to demean 


themſelves agreeably to them, by this weigh- 
ty Conſideration, That the Name of GOD, 
end his Doctrine or Word be not blaſphemed, 


* 
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« 
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L bim. Vi. x. Tit. ii. 4, 5. If then we have 


———_ _ 
2 Winy Honour for our adorable Lord, the leaſt 
i Woriteful Senſe of his aſtoniſhing Love to us, 
by Nor any Degree of Ingenuity, let us live as it 
St. becomes his Goſpel ; To which we cannot 
in Wbut reckon our ſelves extremely obliged, by 
in Nreflecting that Chriſtians by their Vocation 
an Wind Character, and by the ſpecial Providence 
lat Wind Mercy of GOD are ſeparated and deſign- 


es, Jed for the noble Office and Purpoſe of adyan- 
h. Ecing his Glory, and that of our Redeemer. This 
a= ve are plainly taught by St. Peter, 1 Ep. ii. g. Ve 
ng Bare a choſen Generation, a royal Prieſthood, an 
be Woly Nation, a peculiar People that ye ſhould ſhew 
n- Wirth the Praiſes WF him, who bath called you 
dt. out of Darkneſs into his marvellous Light. © 
is Eighbthly, If Men will not be excited to 
ne Ive as it becomes the Goſpel, by the Motives 
ir already propoſed, which indeed are moſtly 
S, Wounded upon Candor and Ingenuity, the Love 


hich they ought to have to Virtue and Ho- 
neſs, and a zealous Regard to the Glory of 
OD, and the Honour of their deareſt Lord 
and Saviour, then let a Reſpect to their own 
greateſt Intereſts both in Time and Eternity 
nove and oblige them to it. If we yeild O- 

dedience to the Injunction in the Text, then, 


Wirough the all- ſufficiennt Merits of Feſus Chrift 
e are undoubtedly intitled to the moſt pre- 
„ Fious and glorious Promiſes of the Goſpel, to 
„PFrery thing that can contribute to our Welfare 
nd Felicity, both in this World and that 


(58). 1 


which i is to eome, and we ſhall be as happy a 
it is poſlible for us to be. Whereas if we con- 
tinue in a profane Contempt of the great 
Things of the Goſpel, and in an obſtinate 
Contradidtion to the Rules and Precepts there- 
of, in that deplorable Caſe we forfeit all Right 
to its unvaluable Bleſſings; we ſtand expoſed 
inevitably to its moſt terrible Threatnings, 
and ſhall be miſerable for ever to the very ut- 
moſt Extremity of Wo. This great Truth, in 
bath the Parts thereof, is ſo plain to every one 
who reads the Goſpel with the leaſt Attention, 
or has been at the Pains to conſider the pre- 
ig Diſccurſe, that T ſhall explain it no 
farther now. And the ſhort Deſcription which 
is given there of the Promiſes and Threat- 
nings of the Goſpel, inclines me at preſent 
to ſuperſede any more Labour that Way. 
Only, there is a Conſideration which adds 
great Force to the Argument taken from tho 
Threatnings of the Goſpel, to perſwade the 
Profeſſors thereof to live agreeably to it, name: 
ly, That wicked and impenitent Chriſtian 
ſhall be ſo far from attaining Heaven, or eſex 
ping Hell, that they ſhall be fartheſt removed 
from the one, and condemned. to the-darkeſl 
Abodes and the hoteſt Fire of the other. In 
deed it is a moſt valuable Bleſſing to be: bom 
of Chriſtian Parents, to be 5 received 
within the Boſom of the Church, to profcl 


the Chriſtian Faith, to hear the glad g 
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of Life and Salvation through a Redeemer, 
my to enjoy the Goſpel and its Ordinances, 
when the Deportment and Behaviour of thoſs 
who partake of ſuch Advantages is agreeable 
to them in true Holineſs and Obedience, And 
on the other hand, the Condition of thoſe is 
deplorable, who as they are the Children of 
Heatheng and Infidels,. ſo have been educated 
in Paganiſm and Unbelief, and ſtill perſiſt in 
the woful Prejudices and Errors of their Edu- 
cation; being Strangers to the Covenant of 
Grace eſtabli ed in Seſus the Saviour of Sin- 
ners, and continuing to be without the Bounds 
of the holy Catholick Church, and without 
Chriſt; Avithout Faith, and without Hope in 
the World. And yet, when Matters come to 
the final Diſquiſition and Sentence of the righ- 
teous Judge of the World, the ungodly and 
diſobedient Profeſſors of the Goſpel ſhall have 


the worſt of it ; their n and Pu- 


niſhment ſhall be ſevereſt, as proportioned to 
their more aggrayated and criminal Guilt. 8 
far ſhall wicked Chriſtians who obe) not the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, who receive not the Truth 

in the Love thereof, but haye Pleaſure in Un- 
righteouſneſs; ſo far ſhall they be from receiv- 
ing any Benefit, or the leaſt Mitigation of their 
Doom in the Day of univerſal Judgment, be- 

cauſe they owned the Chriſtian Faith, and did 
partake of Goſpel-Advantages; that upon that 


ern Account they fan be ſecluded from all 


Mercy, 


1 ( 60 ) 
Mercy and Compaſſion, and adjudged to the 
higheſt Degrees of eternal Miſery. . And this 
dealing with them is moſt righteous, becauſe 
they ſinned againſt the cleareſt Light and Con- 
viction, the fulleſt Diſcovery of their Duty, 
and the moſt powerful Helps and Encourage: 
ments to the Performance thereof. We learn 
this clearly from the Mouth of Chri#, who is 
appointed to be the Judge of the World, Mat. 
XI. 20, 21, 22, 23, 24. where he upbraids 
 Chorazin, Bethſaida, and Capernaum, the 
dittiet wherein moſt of his mighty Works were 
done, becauſe they repented not; and tell 
them, It ſball be more tolerable for Tyre and 


Sidon, and for the Land of Sodom atThe Day 


of Fudement, than for them. And again, 
#4 az 47, = That Servant which — 
his Lords Will, and prepared not himſelf, nei- 
ther did according to his Will, ſhall be beaten 
with many Stripes. But he that knew not, and 
did commit Things worthy of Stripes, ſhall be 
beaten with few Stripes. For unto whomſo- 
ever much is given, of him ſhall be much ve- 
quired: and to whom Men have committed 
much, of him they will ask the more. 
If then we believe the glorious Promiſes, 


and dreadful Threatnings of the Goſpel, and 


would neither lamentably miſs the one, nor 
meet with the other, let us be perſwaded to 
govern our ſel ves in all Things agreeably there- 
unto, How ſhall we eſcape, if we neglect the 
3 'Salvari 


— — — — 
171 * 


= an. 
$alvation tendered by it? And how cutting 
will the Reflection be in the End, that having 
had the greateſt Felicity in our Offer, we 
fooliſhly chuſed infinite and Sou Miſe- 


„ ry: O amazing and unaccountable Mfidneſs ! 
&Y willingly to periſh in the midſt of ſo many 
ru bleſſed Means and Poſſibilities of Happineſs | 
is and Salvation; to become the ſicker by the 
n. preſence of the Phyſician and Remedy; the 
ds more guilty by the Offer of Pardon, and the 
Ve deeper immerſed in Hell and Ruin, by our 
re ncarer Approaches to Heaven and Bleſſedneſs, 
La fly, Since we ſo juſtly value the Goſpel 
of our Lord and Saviour, as declaring to us 
the Way of Salvation, which Salvation is pro- 
, | miſed only to. thoſe who believe in Chriſt ; 
and ſince for theſe Reaſons we are ready to com- 
i- miſeratè the ſad Eſtate of ſuch who are Strangers 
to the Goſpel, who are born of Unbelievers, and 
brought up in Infidelity, and ſince likewiſe 
the Enjoyment of the Goſpel in Freedom 
„and Purity depends upon the gracious, Pro- 
„ vidence of GOD, then let ns wiſely improve 
a} theſe moſt valuable Advantages, by our ſin- 
Ceere Endeavours to correſpond to the Goſpel © 
„I in the -Holineſs of our Lives. For when a 
d People bleſſed with the Light of the Goſpel 
r live unanſwerably to it, and turn the Grace of 
the Lord into Laſciviouſneſs, and obſtinately 
- Wl refuſe to hearken to the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt 
J adeg den tobe reconciled 10 GOD, 
OE e eee 
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they have Reaſon to fear that GOD, in his 
juſt Diſpleaſure, will remove their Candleſtich 
out of his Place, Rev. ii. 5. and deprive them pu 
of the Goſpel, either wholly, or in its Purity. © 


- 


And t GOD, in his adorable Wiſdom and "1 

| Mercy, ſhould be pleaſed to continue the 
Goſpel with a People who are generally diſo- ite. 
bedient to it, with this moſt gracious Deſign'ef | 
reclaiming the wieked from the Evil of their I py, 
Doings, and farther inſtructing and edifying I 17 

the righteous and obedient, yet they who ail 
perſiſt in their Rebellion and Hardneſs of Heart 
_ juſtly dread leſt GO D in histremeridous I an. 
: | u gment withdraw (with relation to them) the 
from the Goſpel and its Ordinances the con- ha. 
comitant Grace of his holy Spirit, without 
which they will be abſolutely ineffectual for 
their Converſ ion. | 

When the Jews had long walked unworthy || fh: 
of the glorious Privileges they enjoyed as the I \;1 
peculiar People of G O D, and had abandon Il Iv 
themſelves to Profaneneſs and Idolatry, and I ;*. 
to all manner of Immorality and Vice, and had 
deſpiſed the Prophets whom the Lok p ſent 
to bring them back to his Worſhip and Fear; 
then his Jealouſy burned like Fire, and he gave 
Way to the Ambition of Nebuchadne22ar; 

| who ittvaded their Land, deſtroyed Feruſs- 
lem, razed the magnificent Temple to the n 
Ground, and carrie away vaſt Number s of 
r 


„che Provinces bf Babylon, where they retained 
a long Time without a Sanctuary, without 
1 Sacrifice, Without their ſolemn Feſtivals and 
a publick Worſhip. And when the once famous 
Churches of Africa, the leſſer Ala and Greece, 
CY bad in many Things vilely degenerated from 
their Chriftian Anceſtors ; GO D was provo- 
I ked to ſuffer the accurſed Errors of Mabomat 
to prevail to a Wonder: So that their holy 
Places were either deſtroyed, or turned into 
f Mabometan Moſques. The believing: in Ma- 
bomet as the great Prophet of GOD, was ob- 
r truded on them inſtead of the Faith of Chriff, 
and the Alcoran was eſtabliſhed in Room of 
che Goſpel. After this; the Weſtern Churches 
having refuſed to be corrected in their Man- 
ners, by the dreadful Calamity which over- 
* turned thoſe in the South and Eaft; they be- 
. | came extremely corrupted in Doctrine, Wor- 
II fhip, Diſcipline and Government. And alas! 
41 when ſome of theſe Churches which had happi- 
ly ſeparated themſelves from the then prevail - 
ns Abominations and Errors, left their firſt 
Love, and, however they retained the Name 
of the Reformed, did turn to be wofully ir- 
regular in their Lives: Then part of them fell 
under a violent Perſecution, and returned to 
the Errors they had renounced ; and others 
are lamentably defac'd and over-run by Hereſy 
and Schiſm, yea even by (wher is horrid to 
tel) the open and avowed Apoſtacy of too 
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many from the Chriſtian Faith. But tho i 
ked and unfruitful Churches ſhould neither be 
deprived of the Goſpel wholly, nor in its Purity, 
yet it often comes to paſs. that they who. have 
fat long under the pureſt Miniſtrations of the 
Goſpel, and nevertheleſs have hardened them 
ſelves in their Sins, are ſeiſed with judicig 
Blindneſs of Mind and Obduration of Heart: 
So that the Goſpel, which is the Savour of 
Life unto Life unto ſincere and obedient Chris 
ſtians, becomes to them the Savour of Death 
unto Death, and they are involv'd in that 
fearful Puniſhment which was inflicted upon 
the Jews in the Days of 1/aiah, and their Po- 


ſterity in the Time of our Sayiour's Appear: 


ance. ' In them is fulfilled the Prophecy of E. 
ſaias, which ſaith, By hearing ye ſhall hear, 


and ſhall not underſtand ; and ſeeing ye ſbal 


ſee, and ſhall not perceive. , For this People's 
Heart is waxed groſs, and their Ears are dull 
of bearing, and their Eyes they have cloſed, 
left at any Time they ſhould ſee with their Eyes, 
and hear with their Ears, and ſhould underſtand 
with their Heart, and ſhould be converted, and 
I ſhould heal them. Matt. xiii. 14, 15, _ 
Thus I have repreſented the moſt exciting 


Motives I could think of for perſwading Chri- 
ſtians to live as it becometh the Goſpel of 


Chriſt; and I pray GOD they may effeQual- 
ly prevail with all who ſhall be at the Pains ta 
read them, and particularly with thoſe amongſt 
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is who retain to the Epiſcopal Communion; 
How unaccountable would it be for ſuch who 
pretend, upon Principles of Conſcience, to 
ſeparate from thoſe who are at preſent in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Churches of this Nation, to in- 
dulge themſelves without Scruple in the Ne- 
glect of uncontroverted Duties, and the Pra- 
ice of thoſe Sins which are plainhy condemn- 
ed by the Goſpel > Should not a juſt Regard 


to the Intereſt we own, to the Principles we 


profeſs, and to the Church whereof we are 


Members, exceedingly oblige us to promote 


and adorn them by the conſpicuous and uni- 
form Holineſs of our Deportment? They 


Ewho are acquainted with Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. 
know, that Truth and Catholick Communion 


have ſuffered much by the ſcandalous Miſcar- 


Wriages of ſuch as adhered to them, and that 


Hereſy and Schiſm have gain'd Reputation 
and Ground by the apparent Sanctity of their 
Abetters. We juſtly complain of the uncha- 
ritable Cenſures, which many of the other 
Way paſs upon us promifeuouſly ; tho we 
muſt own it with Grief of Heart, thar, as, alas! 


it is with Chriſtians of other Names, ſome of 
us give too much Occaſion of Reproach. 
Shall we recriminate and upbraid them with 


the prevailing Sins amongſt ſome of their 


Perſwaſion 2 No, that were to accuſe them, 


but not to excuſe our ſelves. Or, ſhall we 
alledge that the Faults of the Orthodox are 
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- Adverſaries : And (what I hope may hay 
ſome Influence) it would yield a mighty Con 


refreſhing Cordial under all their Afflictions, 


. 


not to be charged upon their Principles, a i'll. 


theſe were the Cauſe of thoſe. This is a pro- mo 
per and reaſonable Anſwer, but not comtort- = 
able, where more cannot be ſaid. Therefore 

as many (bleſſed be GO D) can already; ff * * 
may all of us moſt ſeriouſly endeavour togiye Ra 
the beſt and moſt convincing Anſwer, by dif] 
proving the Fact, and repelling the Reproachl ** 
by the real and evident Piety and Innocencelff *>' 


of our Lives. This would wipe off the Di] ©* 
grace, which for the Sake of ſome is mo 


injuriouſly thrown upon us all. It would dif 
poſe ſuch as are Unfriends to conceive a be} 
ter Opinion both of our Perſons and Princi 
ples. It would rejoyce the Hearts of o 
godly and conſcientious Friends, ſhame the 
irregular from their ſinful Courſes, and con 
firm in our Communion the weak and wa 
vering who may be ready to hearken to, and 
be impoſed upon by the loud Clamours of our 


ſolation to our malign'd and ſuffering Paſtors 
to fee the Pleaſure of the Lo RD proſpering 
in their Hands, and his Flock under their 
Care well-favoured, and in good Condition, 
This would be to all faithful Miniſters a moſt 


and an Encouragement to their Work, fat 
exceeding that which might ariſe from th 


(6) 
moſt generous Inſtances of the Bounty and 
Kindneſs of their People. 55 


1 ſhall conclude this whole Di ſcourſæ with 
a moſt earneſt Addreſs to thoſe of ſuperior - 
Rank and Station of whatſoever Name: Be- 
cauſe, tho all Chriſtians without Exception 
are undoubtedly bound to demean themlelves 


agreeably to the Goſpel; ſuch as I have men- 
J tioned, are more eſpecially obliged to it, up- 


on the Account of the happy Influence which - 
their good Example might have upon others: 
When Rulers, Superiors, Parents, Maſters, 
Magiſtrates, Miniſters, and thoſe of higher 
Character, Reputation and Quality, are ſhi- 


ning Patterns of Virtue and Halineſs, and 
encourage Piety and true Religion in their 


ſeveral Stations and Relations ; the bleſſed 


Effects hereof are commonly found to be the 


Reformation and good Behaviour of their Re- 


latives, of theſe who depend upon, or are any 
ways ſubjected to them; and ſo the univerſal 
flouriſhing of Righteouſneſs. But on the o- 
ther hand, when it wofully happens to be 


otherwiſe, and the Perſons I have deſcribed . 


are vicious and immoral in their Lives, then 
the ſad Conſequence of this Suppoſition is a 
general Decay of Chriſtian Practice, and an 


overflowing Deluge of all manner of Vice 


and Impiety. Would it be ſurpriſing to hear 
and ſee Swearing, Lying, Drunkenneſs, De- 


bauchery, and Contempt of Religion prevail- 
„ E 2 ing 
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ing in Children, Servants, or thoſe of iriferis 


Condition, when the black Copy was caſt 


them by Parents, Maſters, Superiors, and 
ſuch as are of eminent Character and Dignity 
Scripture, Reaſon, and Experience join to- 
gether, to fill our Minds with diſmal Fears of 
the reigning Power of Wickedneſs, when at 
any Time they whoſe Office and Duty it is 
to diſcourage, reſtrain and puniſh it, are the 


Patrons and Patterns thereof. Bad Example 


is always dangerous ; but ah! how powerful 
and pernicious is its Force, when given by 


Perſons of Authority and Power, whom Men 


Hhonour and Eſteem, whoſe Wrath they dread, 
or whoſe Favour they court? Thus we may 
fately ſay, that the Righteouſneſs or Wicked- 
neſs of a preſent Generation doth very much 
depend upon the good or evil Example which 
is ſet before them, by Princes, Parents, Ma- 
ſters, Paſtors, and ſuch as are diſtinguiſhed 
by their Birth, Fortune, Endowments, Of- 

ce and Quality. Theſe Conſiderations ought 
to perſwade thoſe whoſe. Behaviour may have 
Influence upon others, to adorri it with re- 
markable and eminent Sanctity and Virtue, 
remembring that they are after a peculiar 
manner obliged to take the utmoſt Care, that 
their Liebe ſhine before Men, that they may 
ſee theit good Works, and glorify their Fa- 
ther which is in Heaven. I ſhall add no more 
but a hearty Wiſh, That all who profeſs the 
oy ro oe _ Chriſhag 


C69} 
Chriſtian Religion, who know and believe 
the Goſpel, may emulouſly ſtrive to order 
their Converſation with the exacteſt Con- 
formity to it. And may GOD of his in- 1 
finite Mercy incline and enable us ſo to do, 2 
for Jeſus Chriſt his Sake, our only Mediator I 
and Advocate. Amen. . |} 
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PHILIPPIANS I. 27. 


Pry, ter your Conoerſation bs af if brennt: 


ne Goſpel of Chriſt, 


| Ho' the Arguments and Reaſons of- 
fered for perſwading Chriſtians to 

live as it becometh the Goſpel of 

Chriſt, be in themſelves of the 

ſtrongeſt Force, yet alas! they are rendered 


too often ineffectual, by the woful Averſion 


and Prejudices which many moſt unaccount- 


-ably cheriſh and entertain againſt ſuch a Con- 
verſation. Corrupt Nature, eſpecially as it is 
farthef perverted and depraved by vicious Ha- 
bits and Practices, forms ſeveral Objections 
againſt a Deportment and Behaviour agree- 
able to the Purity and Strictneſs of our holy 
Religion. The anſwering which will take up 
a confiderable Room in this Diſcourſe, and 
perform à Part of my Promiſe, when 1 gave 

; . OY 


45 
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2 View of the Particulars of which T def; ign 4 
to treat, in explaining theſe Words of St. Paul, 
Only, let your Converſation be as it becometh 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, © 

Firſt, Many repreſent the Chriſtian Religi- 


Jon to themſelves in a moſt hideous and avert- 


ing Dreſs, and by the Notion they have form- 
ed of its extreme and intolerable Difficulties, 
do what they can to frighten themſelves and 
others from the Practice thereof. 

In Anſwer to this Objection, we may firſt 
very juſtly oppoſe the Aſſertion of the divine 


and infallible Author of our Religion, who 


ſuppoſes the miſerable and toilſom Drudgery 
of thoſe who are Strangers to it; but expreſly 
affirms the Eaſineſs thereof, and i invites all Men 
to embrace and practiſe it, by. the charming 
Promiſe of Reſt unto their Souls, Matt. xi. 
28, 29. Come unto me all ye that labour, and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you Ref 
Take my Yoke upon you, and learn of me, 

am meek.and lowly in Heart; and ye ſhall 14 
Reſt unto your Souls, Far my Toke i is eaſy, and 
10 Burden is light. 

Secondly, Howpdes the Precepts. of Teſus 
Chrift may bear hard upon corrupt Nature, 
and contradi& Men's irregular Appetites and 
Deſires, yet undoubtedly th&y are moſt agree- 
able to right and unprejudiced Reaſon. Thus 


vill plainly: appear to him who by it examines 


impartially the Offices of Piety towards GO, 
E 4 Righteouſneſs 


(72) 
Righteouſneſs towards others, and Sobriety 
towards our ſelves: Which are the great Du- 
ties required by the Goſpel, and to which 
the Chriſtian ought to adapt his Converſa- 
tion. N „ Ne 
Thirdly, There is nothing more evident 
than this, that a Converſation ſuitable to the 
Goſpel doth, as we are told by our bleſſed 
Maſter, give Reſt unto the Soul, or make 
Men wonderfully eaſy and quiet in their 
Minds. They who have choſen G0 D 2s 
their chief Felicity, and placed their ſupreme 
Affection upon him; who have made him the 


great Object of their Fear and Confidence, 


and haye learned intirely to reſign themſelvey 
to his Conduct and Diſpoſal, do find an ad: 
mirable Repoſe and Tranquillity to be the in- 
ward Effect of this Behaviour on all Occaſions 
and Events. Whereas thoſe who have miſ- 
placed their Love, Hope and Fear upon the 


| Creature, and give Way to repining againſt 


the Divine Providence, are cruciated with 
perpetual Diſappointments, Anxiety and Griet, 
How calm, ſedate, ſweet and well-pleas'd are 


' 


1ey, . wha govern their iraſcible and concu- 


an Religion, who ſet their Deſires upon Things 
above, - 'and not von Things that are on the 
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Meckneſs, Temperange ang Self. denial? Whils 
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jn che mean Timerhey who are under the Power 


| Fart, and who are endued with Humility, 
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Picelde Appetites by the Rules of the Chriſti 
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of exorbitant Paſſions and ifregular Defires, 


who are Slaves to Pride, Anger, Laſciviouſ- 
neſs and Worldly-mindedneſs, are, as Iſaiab 
ſpeaks, like the troubled Sea which cannot reft ; 


their Souls are agitated and diſturbed with 


continual Tumult and Storm, and vexed with 
the moſt diſquieting and uneaſy Fears, Jealou- 


fies and Cares. Who can expreſs the bleſſed. 
Peace, Satisfaction and Serenity of Mind 


which attends the Practice of Charity, Bene-' 
ficence, Forgiveneſs, Peaceableneſs, Equity, 
and fair Dealing? And on the other hand, 


how exquiſite are the Torments and Vexations 
| which accompany Malice, Envy, Revenge, 


Strife, Fraud, and Unrighteouſneſs 2 
Fourthly, The great Hardſhip, and Difficul- 
ty in ordering our Lives as it becometh the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, is the ſad Effect of our own 
Folly, or Reſult of vicious Habits, and a long 
Tract of ſinning. The Paths of Religion do 
more eſpecially. appear rugged to Perſons in 


thoſe - woful Circumſtances. The habitual 


Sinner finds, in a ſingular manner, that the 
Gate is ſtrait, and the Way narrow which 


leadeth unto Life. The parting with a belo- 


ved Sin long careſſed and cheriſhed, is a cut- 
ting off the right Arm, and plucking out the 
right Eye, and the crucifying the Fleſh with 
ive Alfeckions and Luſts. Now, in this Caſe, 
would it not be moſt unreaſonable and inju- 


ious to charge the Precepts of Feſus Chrift 


With 
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with that grievous Difficulty, which is truly 


to be aſcribed to a Courſe of obſtinate Diſo- 


bedience to them? Theſe happy ones, who 
have been early train'd up to Piety and Vir- 


tyre, remembred their Creator in the Days of 


their Touth, and wiſely yielded themſelves 
then to the Grace of GOD, and the Influ- 
ence of a pious Education, do, to their. great 
Comfort, eſcape the mentioned dreadful In- 
convenience ; yea, and comparatively ſpeak- 
ing, feel little of thoſe Hardſhips which are 
ſo much objected againſt the Practice of Re- 
ligion. . e 

Efibh, What Difficulties ſoever may be in 
Obedience to the Precepts of 7eſus Chriſt, 
and from whatſoever Cauſe they may ariſe; 
whether from congenial or acquired Depravi- 
ty, from the Corruption of our Nature, or 
inveterate evil Cuſtom; yet, bleſſed be GO D, 
they are not invincible. The omnipotent 
Grace of the Holy Ghoſt, which is freely of- 
fered in the Goſpel, and will certainly. be be- 
ſtowed upon them who ſeek and improve it 
as they ought, can overcome them all. As 
the Spirit of GOD mercifully invites Men 
to accept of his Aſſiſtance, by which he is in. 
finitely able and willing to regenerate and 
convert them, and to carry on the Work of 

Sanctification in all thoſe who are morigerous 

and obedient to his Motions and Conduct; fo 

particularly the Caſe of habitual Sinners is not 


Fl 


=, » 

deſperate. The Grace of GOD can learn 
them to. do. well, who have been accuſtomed 
to do eyil, and can intenerate and ſoften the 
Hearts of ſuch as are harden'd through the 
Deceitfulneſs of Sin. His almighty Spirit 
can quicken them who are dead in Sins and 
Treſpaſſes, break the ſtrongeſt Chains of Luſt, 
aſſert the Liberty of the moſt miſerable Slaves 
of Vice, and recover out of the Snare of the 
Devil thoſe who have been taken Captive by 
him at his Will They who from a Senſe of 
their wretched Condition, and utter Inability 
to dehver themſelves, implore the Aid of Di- 
yine Grace, and carefully uſe and obey it, will, 
to their joyful Experience, find theſe Words of 
St. Paul to be true, which are mentioned, 
Rom. viii. 2. Gal. v. 16. For the Law of the 
Spirit of Life, in Cbriſt Jeſus, bath made me 


free from the Law of Sin and Death. This 


Tfay then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye ſball not 


fulfill the Luſts of the Fleſh. And tho' the 
firſt Exerciſes of Religion may be very hard 


and uneaſy to thoſe wha for a long Time had 
been Strangers to them, and addicted to con- 


trary Practices, yet, by the Grace of GOD, 


and thejr own aſſiduous and unwearied En- 
deavours, Religion becomes daily more and 
more eaſy to them, untill at length they be- 


gin to find it pleaſant and delightful, and are 


aſtoniſhed at their former Ayerſion thereunto. 
0 Laftly; 
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Laſihy, As the powerful Operation and Af. 
ſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt renews us in the 
inner Man, ſanctifies and ſtrengthens us eyery 
Way to the Performance of our Duty; and 
thus makes the Practice of Religion eaſy to 
thoſe who eomply with his Grace, and exert 
their own Faculties and Powers in a humble 
Dependence on it, ſo the glorious Reward 
which is promiſed them who ſquare their 
Lives by the Goſpel-Rule, affords a mighty 
Encouragement to all who ſtedfaſtly believe 
and look for the fame. We ſee daily howthe 
uncertain Expectation of worldly Fame, Ho- 
nour, Pleaſure and Advantage, reconciles the 
eager Purſuers of theſe Trifles to the greateſt 
and moſt reproachful Hardſhips. How much 
more would the well-grounded and vigorous 
Hope of Heaven, and all that Felicity which 
it includes, incite the Chriſtian to the moſt 
reſolute and patient Continuance in well-do- 
ing, maugre all the Oppoſition he might en- 
counter? But ſtill the Chriſtian finds it the 

more eaſy to ſurmount the Difficulties of Mor- 
tification, Self- denial, renouncing his deareſt 
Sins, and practiſing the moſt contradictory 
Duties; while he conſiders that he is bound 
ſo to do by an indiſpenſible Neceſſity, ariſing 
not only from the Command of GOD, but 


the very Nature of the Things themſelves. 


For Men cannot recover the Health, Beauty 
and Perfection of their Souls, nor attain ſolid 
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F 
Peace and Tranquillity of Mind, nor eſcape 
the moſt dreadful Pains of Hell, nor be fitted 
for the Joys of Heaven, by any other Method 
than true Holineſs, or Obedience to the Pre. 
cepts of the Goſpel. We have frequent Occa- 
fon of obſerving, that Perſons. of the ſofteſt 
and moſt delicate Temper and Conſtitution do 
ſubmit to very uneaſy and diſagreeable Reme- 
dies, in order to the being cured of loathſom 
and dangerous bodily Diſeaſes ; and that they 
even endure the cutting off a gangren'd or can- 
cerated Member for the Prejeryation of their 
Lives. How much more ſhould the Care of 
Men's precions and immortal Souls oblige them 
to ſuffer the ſevereſt Meaſures for healing their 
Maladies, and preventing their ſpiritual Death 
here, and their everlaſting; Death and Miſery 
hereafter 2 This Reaſoning, is warranted by the 
Authority of our bleſſed Lord, who uſes it 
on ſeveral Occaſions, commanding us to pluck 
out the right Eye, and cut off the right Arm or 
Foot, if they offend us: It being profitable for 
us that one of our Members ſhould periſh, and not 
that the whole Body ſhould be caft into Hell. 
Matt. v. 29, 30. and xviii. 8, 9. 

Secondly, Another popular Objection againſt 
a Converſation ſuitable to the Goſpel, is, that 
they who throughly govern themſelves accor- 
ding to it, may bid Farewell to all Joy, Plea- 
ſure and Mirth, and muſt reſolve to paſs the 
reſt of their Days in Sadneſs and W Z 


of Providence calls them to extraordinary De- 


(6 

This is 4 moſt falſe and injurious Calumap; I 7 
for our holy Religion forbids us no Pleaſure, / 
but ſuch as is either ſinful in its Nature, ex- 

ceſſive in its Meaſure, or unſeaſonable and in. [ 
expedient with reſpect to our preſent Cireum 8 
ſtances. Indeed it plainly interdicts the vil h 
Pleaſures of Whoredom, Drunkenneſs, and Lu-“ 
xury; neither does it indulge the Chriſtian 
the immoderate Uſe of innocent Diverſions; 
the ſpending too much precious Time upon, 
or the attaching his Heart unto them. And 
the free and frequent Uſe of Entertainments, 
Jollity and Mirth, however lawful on properſſſ 5 
Occaſions, are forbidden and indecent, when 
Men either ly under the correcting Hand of 
GOD themſelves, or when the Nation ot 
Church to which they may belong is affficted 77 
with ſome great Calamity, or when otherwiſe 
the State of their Affairs, or any ſpecial Inſtance 


votion and Humiliation. Chriſtians may learn 
from the Evangelical Prophet how highly diſ- 
pleaſing ſuch mis-timed Joy would be unto 
G OD,1/a. xxii. 12, 13, 14. In that Day didtht 
Lord God of Hoſts call to Weeping, and 10 
Mourning, and to Baldneſs, and to girding 
with Sackcloth: And behold, Foy and Glad. 
neſs, ſlaying Oxen, and killing Sheep, eating 
Fleſh and drinking Wine. And it was revealed 
in mine Ears by the Lord of Hoſts, Surely this 

* N n 7"... _—_—_ 
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Iniquity ſbal not be purged from you, tl ye die, 


ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. 


So far is the Goſpel from condemning the 
Profeſſors thereof to unneceſſary and continual 
Sadneſs, that one of its principal Miniſters 'ex- 
horts them thus, Rejoyce in the Lord alway © 
and again IT ſay, rejoyce. Phil. iv. 4. And a- 
nother great Apoſtle appeals to the Experience 
of the Chriſtians to whom he writes, concern- 
ing that inraviſhing and inexpreſſible Exulta- 
tion and Delight which fills the Hearts of true 
Believers, eſpecially when they exerciſe a vi- 


gorous Faith in their glorified Lord and Savi- 


our; Whom having not ſeen, ye love : in whom 
though now ye ſee him. not, yet believing, ye 
rejoyce with Foy unſpeakable, and full of Glo- 
ry. 1 Pet. i. 8. Long before the Days of the 
Goſpel, one of the Royal Progenitors of Chriſt 
aſſures us that, Light is. ſown for the righteous, 
and Gladneſs for the upright in Heart. Pal. 
XcVii. 11. And his wiſe Son, in his admirable 
Encomium upon Holineſs or Wiſdom, informs 
us that, Her Ways are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, 
and all her Paths are Peace. Prov. iii. 17. 
The Chriſtian hath conſtant Acceſs to three 
ever-flowing Sources of incomparable Joy, 
namely, the Holy Ghoſt, the Comforter, a 
Mind fatisfied of its own Sincerity, and the vi- 
vid and glorious Hope of that eternal Life 
which is reſerved for them who by patient 
Continuance in well doing ſeek after it. Theſe 
=> | | divine, 


„ "IM 
divine, - ſpiritual and mental Pleaſures, with 
which they who obey the Goſpel are bleſſed 
in this World, do, fo to ſpeak, penetrate into 
the very Center of the Soul; they throughty 
overſptead and affect moſt deliciouſly all its 
Powers and Faculties; and truly are nothing 
leſs than a Fore-taſte of thoſe Rivers of Plea- 
ſures which are at GOD's right Hand for e- 
ver. And thus they exceedingly ſurpaſs the 
ignominious, brutal, and ſuperficial Pleaſures 
of Sin which laſt but for a Moment, and are 
often attended in this Life with the moſt cut- 
ting Remorfe of Conſcience; and ſhall hereaf- 
ter, without Repentance, be undoubtedly fol- 
lowed with the Worm that never dies, and all 
the Miſeries of a ſad Eternity. 176 UII 
Burt ſtill it is urged by ſuch as entertain an 
Averſion to the Practice of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, That at leaſt it obliges Men on ſome 
| Occaſions to the ſevere and afflictking Exerciſes 
of Humiliation, Abſtinence, and profound 
Contrition and Grief, To this I anſwer; That 


theſe complain d of Exerciſes are highly reaſon-· I. 


able and uſeful for the moſt excellent Purpoſes. 
Faſting, Retirement from the World, and for- 
bearing ſome innocent Pleaſures for a Seaſon, 
do aſſiſt and inhance Devotion, and wing up 
our Prayers to Heaven; or theſe choſen bodi- 
ly Rigours, are Acts of a holy Revenge upon 
our ſelves, which, through the Merits of Je. 
ſus Chriſt, contribute to avert the dreadful 
ors ©, 2 © + EDEN. 
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Vengeance of GOD, and they are effectual 
Expedients, , under the Conduct of Divine 
Grace, for ſubduing the Strength of ſome re- 
maining Luſt or Corruption and preventing, 
2 Relapſe into former Miſcarriages. And ag 
to that Compunction of Heart, and peniten- 
tial Sorrow, which the Goſpel requires of Sin- 
ners, is it not moſt juſt and neceſſary, that 
they who have offerided the great Majeſty of 
the Univerſe, the gracious Benefactor to whom 
they ſtand ſo infinitely obliged, and who there- 
by ate involved in the Guilt of the moſt hors, 
tid Rebellion and Irigratitude, and expoſed to 
all 'the dire Effects of his terrible Diſpleaſure, 
ſhould for theſe Reaſons be filled with the ut-. 
moſt Confuſton, Shame and Grief 2_ But how-, 
ever bitter the Sorrow of mourning Penitents. 
may be for a Time, yet bleſſed are they, for 
they ſhall be ieee This religious Grief, 
proceeding from a fervent Love to GOD, an 
Abhorrence of Sin, and a humbling Senſe of 
Guilt, is moſt. acceptable to him who is infi- 
itely merciful and ready to forgive, and is 
preparatory to and followed with ſpiritual. 
Comfort and Joy, GOD is graciouſly. plea- 
kd to ſay to ſuch ſelt-abaſed and afflicted ones; 
be of goad Cheer, for your Iniquity is forgiven 
yu And he is wont to lift up upon them the 
light of his ſmiling aud amiable Feu f 
which far exceeds the Pleaſure which Men uſe. 
(9 feel, upon the 9 the Sun in its _ | 
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elt and moſt refreſhing Brightneſs and Heat i 
ter an Eclipſe; or its being hidden from them 
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eather. The Lord 7eſus Chriſt, according 
to the Prophecy of Iſaiah; binds up the bro- 
F , pives 0 5 70 in 
Sion Beauty for Aſhes, the Oy of Joy for 
1 the Garment of Praiſe for 65 
Spirit of Heavinefs. Ixi. 1, A 
Thirdly, Some quarrel the Strictneſs and 
Purity of the Goſpel, becauſe of the Reſtraints 
it lays upon them with reſpect to Society. It 
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profane and ſcandalous Profeſſors, and does 
not allow familiar and unneceffary Fellowſhip 
with ſuch. But all impartial Judges, and Lo- 
vers of Virtue, will find themſelves bound to 
approve and honour the Goſpel on this Ac. 
count. For the diſcreet avoiding the Compa- 
tiy of lewd and trreligious Perſons, is a pru- 


dent and excellent Method for ſecuring the 
Piety of true Chriſtians, eſpecially fuch who 
Have but lately learned. to order their Conyer- 


fation as it becometh the Goſpel. Daily Ex- 


perience confirms the Obſervation of St. Paul. 


concerning the malignant Influence of wicked 

Converſation, x Cor. xv. 33. Be not deceived: 
Evil Communications corrupt goud Manners. 
How extremely dangerous and imprudent 
would it be for the late Convert, who with 
Much Difficulty and Labour had been cured 4 


by a long Tract of the moſt cloudy and ſtormy 


es Men to keep a religious Diſtance from 


| _ 
is Sins; or the. Diſeaſes of his Soul, and was 
dot firmly eſtabliſhed in his ſpiritual Soundneſs 
Ind Health; to throw himſelf (without Ne- 
: ceſſity) into the Preſence and Embraces of un- 
oodly and vicious Men, who are not yet heal- 
ed of the Plague of their Hearts, nor the in- 
fectious Diſorders of their Lives? 
But, abſtracting from this Reaſoning, they 
4 | vho ſeriouſly conform their Behaviour to the. 
© © Rules of the Goſpel, are very averſe to the So- 
ciety of thoſe who are diſobedient to it. They 
are ſo far from reckoning themſelves at a Loſs, 
by being without the Company of the wicked, 
o chat they would eſteem themſelves to be in e- 
P vil Circumſtances, by being obliged to be much 
therein. That which ſweetens Converſation, 
is, the Agreeableneſs of Tempers, Sentiments 
and Manners, without which it is exceedingly 
unpleaſant. Now there is in theſe Particulars 
Jo plain an Opſſoſition betwixt the godly and 
ungodly, as gave Solomon Occaſion to ſay, 
An unjuſt Man is an Abomination to the juſt ; 
and he that is upright in his Way, is Abomi- 
vation to the wicked. Prov. xxix. 77. 
ST Fourthly, And now, that which completes 
the Anſwer to the preſent Objection, The Go- 
ſpel ſuperabundantly compenſates to the ſin- 
cere Obſerver of its Precepts the Want of their 
vonted wicked Society, however agreea= 
ble it might ſome Time have been ; by lead- 


ng him to the moſt honourable, pleaſant and 
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634) 
profttable Fellowſhip, even to the Communion 
of Saints, and that in the moſt comprehenſive 
Notion of this Article of our Creed. For he 
is admitted not only to the ſweet and edify- 
ing Society of the rightequs, Who are called 
by the Pſalmiſt the excellent ones, but alſo 
to tlie Fellowſhip of the Father and the Son. 
x Joh. i. WES POPE ee e ett 
Fourth , Weak and timorous Perſons,” who 
cannot endure Mockery and Scorn, nor. refuſe 
Compliance with the prevailing: Cuſtoms of 


the Age they live in, are afraid leſt a Goſpel 


Converſation might expoſe them to Hatred 
and Deriſion, and to the being traduced as 
Hypocrites, and affecting a foppiih Preciſeneſs 
and Singularity. To this it may be anſwered, 
1%, That tho Men of univerſal and unaffect- 
ed Holineſs may be ridieułd and evil ſpoken 
of by ſuch as are deſperately, impious and pro- 
farie, and abandon'd wholly? to Immorality 
and Vice; yet they are often highly eſteemed 
and praiſed by the unprejudiced Multitude, 
tho they themſelves be not throughly Chri- 
ſtian; yea, ſometimes they are inwardly ad- 


mired and honoure 


malign and vilify them 
_. 2dly, What is the Matter tho ſerious and 
theough Chriſtians ſhould meet with the 
Contempt and Scorri of ungodly Men, upon 
che Account of their ſtanch and unſhaken 


Picty aud Reſolution, in forming their Lives 
| Neon 


d by thoſe who outwardly | 


(8) 


on according to the Goſpel» Ts there any Force in 
ve Þ this Inconvenience, which ſhould. either deter 
he us from entring on ſuch a Way of Living, or 
y diſcourage us from proceeding therein? Our 
ed bleſſed Lord and his -Apoſtles, and the moſt 
of renowned Worthies for Faith and Holineſs, 
on. have in their Generation been treated with the 
utmoft Derifion and Diſdain, and with the 
moſt invenomed and injurious 'Calumnies, 
The ill Will and bad Opinion of thoſe who are 
open Enemies to GOD and Righteouſneſs, 
and void of all true Worth and Honour, 1s 
rather an Ornament than Diſgrace, and in 
ſome Junctureg their Applauſe might involve 
us in that Curſe, Luke vi. 26. Wo unto yo 
when all Men ſhall ſpeak well f you. Glory 
be to our moſt gracious Maſter, who, by the 
ſtrongeſt Arguments every Way, hath fortified 
his Diſciples againſt the Terror of the Evil prev 
{ently objected againſt the Practice of his Re: 
lgion, Matt. v. II, 12, Bleſſed are ye when 
Men ſball revile you, and perſecuts you, and 
ſhall ſay all mauner of Evil againſt you falſly 
for my Sake, Nejoyce, and-be'extgeding glad; 
Vor great is your Lewa in Heaven: for ſb 
perſecuted they the Prophets which were befere 
you. Luke viii. 38. Whofoever (hall be Aſba- 
med of me, and my Words, in this adulterous 
and ſinful Generation, of him ſhall the Son of 
Man be aſbamæd ruhen he cometh in the Glory of | 
bis Father, with the holy Angels, e. „ 
er T2 zaly, 
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 3dly, If-they who conform themſelyes 
ſincerely -to the Religion of 7eſus Chriſt ds 
thereby fall under the Abhorrence and Re- 
proach - of wicked Men ; they nevertheleſs 
partake of Comforts and Advantages which 
| exceedingly oyerballance the mentioned In- 


conveniencies: For they have the Approbation 


of their own Conſciences, the Favour'and Ap- 
plauſe of the virtuous and godly, the Love 
and Eſteem of GOD who is the Fountain of 
all Honour, and the holy Spirit bearing Wit- 
neſs with their Spirits that they are the Sons 
of GOD. And at length their glorious Lord, 
whom they ſer ved in the Simplicity of their 
Hearts, will before all the World clear and 
abſolve them from thoſe vile Aſperſions and 
Calumnies which were caſt upon them by 
profligate, malicious, and foul-mouthed Sin- 
. Fifihly, A great Objection made by carnal 
and worldly-minded Men againſt a Conver- 
ſation ſtrictly conſonant to the Goſpel, is, that 
the conſtant Adherence which it requires to 
the Doctrines and Precepts of Feſus Chrif, 
may render them offnoxious not only to the 
Malevolence and Contempt of private Neigh- 
bours, but, what is yet more terrible, to the 
Wrath and Perſecution of Governours and Ma- 
| __ and ſo they may be ſpoiled of their 
"Goods, Offices, Liberty, Country, and even 
r 


1 


1ſt, In Anſwer to this ſhrewd Objections 
we can ſay, That a publick Perſecution autho- 
riſed and carried on by the Magiſtrate, is not 
always the Lot of thoſe who own the Truths, 
and practiſe the Precepts of the Goſpel. For 


ſometimes Kings are nurfing Fathers, and 


Queens nurſing Mothers to the Church, the 


Profeſſors, Patrons and- Examples of Truth 


and Godlineſs, a Terror not to good Works, 


but to the evil; And then,. in this happy 
Juncture, a Chriſtian Deportment is attended 
with outward Safety, Honour and Profit. 
24ly, As Chriſtians are undoubtedly obli- 
ged, under the moſt dreadful Penalties, . to 
take up the Croſs, when ever GOD in his 
wiſe and ſovereign Providence calls them ta 
it, and to endure the ſharpeſt Perſecution ra- 


ther than renounce the Truths and Command- 


ments of their holy Religion: So the Reaſons 
and Encouragements to ſuffering for Righteouſ- 


neſs fake are ſuch, with reſpe& to thoſe wha 


live uniformly according to the Goſpel, that 


they quite take off the Force of the above Ob- 


jection. For they are fully aſſured of the ex- 
traordinary Conſolations of the Holy Ghoſt, 
for ſupporting and chearing them under the 
moſt diſmal Sufferings, and of the Aſſiſtance 
of his Almighty Grace, by which they are 
ſtrengthned to bear them with invincible For- 
titude and Patience. They enjoy amidſt all 
their outward Diſaſters the admirable Peace 
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and Tranq uillity of their Minds, the moſt fa 
tisfy ing Prof of their Uprightnels and Inte: 
rity, © and the ſweeteſt Reffections ariſing 
ede: ; And, what crowns the whole Mats 
ter, the fy Have the ſure Promiſe of an excee- 
ding and eternal W eight of Glory, of the high · 
eſt Degrees of Felicity in the World to come; 
which in the loweſt Portion and Meaſures 
thereof, ſurmounts all our Thoughts and Ex- 
preſſions. Now as theſe unvaluable Bleſſings 
do evidently outweigh and counteryail all the 
Miſeries and Loſſes may befall the Chriſtian: 
by the moſt ' crnel Perſecution, fo in the 
: Strength of them many Thouſands have joy- 
fully taken the ſpoiling of their Goods, va; 
liantly endured Impriſonment, Baniſhment 
and Torture, and have even "ſuffered unto 
Blood, and with an undaunted Courage en! 
countered. the King of Terrors in his molt for- 
midable Shape. * Theſe Soldiers of Chri# did 
for the Joy ſet before them bravely follow the 
Captain of their Salvation, and feckon wit 
St. Paul the Suffering of 1 this preſent 15 not 
worthy to be compared win The Glory: hat 75 
to he revealed. HF 
+ Now, after all that hath "ws 1 5 dif: 
courſed | upon the Words of the Text, it will 


be ſeaſonable and proper, that (according to 


my Promiſe) 1 propoſe ſome Directioſis and 
Rules for 1 us to the performing of vol 
dd co 2. 133 I's ” * 1 2 75 mo 


e 
2 


AW HET Rory EW * — 2 9 bl - Vi. 


— 


r Js - 9. © » FF 0 


Condue 


* * 
% © 
_ fu) 


* 


moſt im 
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commended in them. 


Firſt, Let us in a humble Senſe of our own 
Weakneſs and Inſufficiency, moſt.importunate-- 


ly beg the Grace of the holy Spirit, by which. 


"W. ; 


ye may be enabled, according to our ſpiritual 
State and Circumſtances, to begin to live as 


it becometh the Goſpel, or more and more 
to advance in Conformity to it, and to per- 


ſevere therein unto the End. As the attempt - 


ing this in gur own Strength would began 
Inſtance of the higheſt Folly and Preſumption; 
ſo the ſetting abopt it in a Jowly and intire - 


Dependence upon GO D, with the Uſe of 
our own ſincere Endeayours, would carry us 
riumphantly over all the Oppoſition can be 


* 


* 


made unto ps by the Devil, the World, and 


the Fleſh. Then we would find to our 
moſt comfortable Experience, that greater is 
be that is in us, than he that is in the World, 
1 Jo. iv. 4. And that tho: the Fleſh Juſteth 
wainft the Spirit, yet the Spirit is far ſupe- 
nor to the Fleſh, and can crucify it with its 
moſt imperious Affections and Luſts. And 


vhatever may- be the Chriſtian's natural Im- 


potency, nevertheleſs while he is under the 

2 and Aſſiſtance of the glorious Author 
ar his Salyation, he may confidently ſay with 
lumble St. Paul, Phil. iv. 13. I can do al 
Ibings through Chriſt which ſtrangthneth me, 
That what I have ſaid on this head may not 


portant and comprehenſive Duty re- 
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Uo 
be rendered ineffectual to ſome by their ground- 
leſs Jealouſies and Fears, leſt the ſanctifying 
and powerful Grace of the Holy Ghoſt 
ſnould not be vouchſafed them; let them 
cConſider the Words of our Lord, and of his 
Servant St. James, which are rarely fitted to 
ſatisfy and remove all their Scruples, Luke xi. 
9, 10, II, 12, 13. T ſay unto you, Ask, and 

ac ſhall be 2 you e ſeek, and ye ſball find: 
knock, and it ſhall be opened unto you. For 
evary one that asketh, receiverh : and he that 
ſeeketh, findeth : and to him. that knocketh, it 
foall be opened. Which plain and moſt graci- 


dus Promiſe he illuſtrates farther, by the Bow- 


els and Compaſſion of earthly Parents to their 
Children, in giving them what is neceſſary 
and convenient for them; and then applies 
the whole, F ye then being evil, know hom 
to give good Gifts unto your Children, how much 
more ſhall your heavenly Father give the holy 
Spirit to them that ack him? The Words of 
St. James to this purpoſe are alſo full of Com 


fort, i. 5. 4 any of you lack Wiſdom, let bin 


ack of GOD, that giveth to all Men liberalh 
and upbraideth not, and it ſhall be given him. 
Secondly, As the preceeding Direction natu 

rally leads us to the uſe of ardent and continua 
Prayer, ſince the Gift of the holy Spirit, hi 
ſanctifying Preſence and Aſſiſtance is promiſec 
thereunto ; fo the accuſtoming our ſelves t6 
Lerious and importunate Devotion, would emi 


- 


neat! 


8) 


diſagreeable to the Goſpel, and diſpoſe and 
gelt Son Behar K, r 8 


lieving his unſpotted Purity, his tremendous 
Juſtice and Omniſcience, would find himſelf 
obliged to lift up holy Hands in Prayer, to 
cleanſe his Hands and purify his Heart, The 
Man who ſupplicates the Hearer of Prayer 


his Wants, would ſee it neceſſary for him to 


r 


not hear him. He who deprecates the Wrath 


perſwaded that Mercy and Forgiveneſs are pro- 
miſed only to ſuch as confeſs and forſake them, 
will undoubtedly ſtrive to amend all the De- 
bordments of his Converſation from the Rules 
and Precepts of the Goſpel. There is in pious 
and ſerious Devotion ſo much Self- abaſement 


in| and Dependence upon · GG D; ſuch Solitude 
IF and Sedateneſs ; ſuch Reflection upon our ſpi- 
n. ritual State; ſuch a glorious View of GOD, 


highly reaſonable to think that they who con- 
ſtantly exerciſe themſelves this Way, will make 
great Advances in true Religion. This Pra- 
ice is ſo acceptable to GO D, that it may 


nently contribute to wean us from Practices 


who draws near to the Divine Majeſty, be- 


and Granter of Requeſts, for the Supply of 
endeavour by true Holineſs to be in a State of 
i- Friendſhip with him, as knowing that if he re- 
- ard Iniquity in his Heart, the LORD will 


of GOD due to him for his Sins, and is 3 


* 
8 2 — 


and ſo near an Approach unto him, that it is 


be firmly hoped he willalways guide and gangs 
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by his holy Spirit thoſe who are ſincerely em: 


b 
ployed therein, and that he will not abandon  S 
them to the Power and Cunning of their mali: I f 
cious ſpiritual Enemies. Jo 
Thirdly, The receixing the holy Communi: B 
on often and religiquſly, is ſingularly uſeful for I © 
eſtabliſhing and perfecting the Chriſtian in 2 
Holineſs, for the farther purifying his Con- e. 
.yerſation, and rendring it daily more and hi 
more agreeable to the Goſpel of Chriſt. For ID 


they who deſire to be accepted in their Ap- E, 
proaches to the Chriſtian Altar, or the Table of | 9: 
the Lord, reckon themſelves bound ro waſh | is 
their Hands in Tanocency, and to put on the 18 


Wedding-Garment of a lively Faith in Chrift, E 
a feryent Love to GON, and univerſal Cha- l 
rity to Men, to fit themſelves for that moſt II cc 
| ſolemn and peculiar Act of Chriſtian Worſhip, I P 
and moſt intimate Fellowſhip with Jeſus Cbriſt, N th 

: with the previous Exerciſe of ardent Prayer, || Ii 
the! Poon Scrutiny into their Ways, the pra- 
foundeſt Humiliation for their Sins, and the Pe 
ſtrongeſt Purpoſes of amending whatſoever of 
they find to be amiſs in their Hearts and Lives. H 
"Deyout and frequent Communicating exceed- I 
ingly ſtrengthens the Faith of Believers in the I & 
Merits of Chriſt's Sacrifice, and raiſes their || 00 
Love to GQD and their Neighbour to the ta 
higheſt Degrees: It unites them moſt cloſely I " 
to the Divine Majeſty, and cements them to- 8 


gether among themſelves by the faſteſt Joo 
WK. 333 bo ps . e of 


1 


' 


. 
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df mutual Concord and Benevolende. The 


Souls of worthy Receivers are nouriſhed and 
fed unto eternal Life by the Body and Blood 
of Chrift repreſented in the conſeerated 
Bread and Wine, and ſpiritually preſent and 
exhibited to their Faith. The Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt do in a very ſignal manner 
entertain Communion with Believers in this 
heavenly Feaſt; they graciouſly accept of their 
Devotion and Love, requite it with raviſhing 
Endearments; they "bring them into the Ban- 
quetting-Honfe; and their Banner. over them 
is Love. And the Spirit of the Father and the 
Son takes a peculiar Pleaſure to reſide in the 
Hearts of pious Communieants, to dwell moſt 
lovingly with them; to aſſiſt them with the 
continual Supports of his Grace, and to diſ- 
play his marvellous Power in confor ming 
them more and more to the holy Lite and Re- 

ligion of Jeſus Chriſt, 

Finally, The Sacrament of the Lords 8 Sup! 
per is i fitted for aſſiſting the Diſciples 
of Chriſt to live as it becomes His Goſpel: 
For, there, the infinite Love, and amazing 
Sufferings of our Redeemer, are lively repre- 
ſented, not only to our Faith; but alſo to four 
outward: Senſes : And while the Faithful: par 
take of the ſacred' Symbols of Bread ahd Wine, 
and look through them to his crucified Body, 
and his Blood ſhed on the Croſs; they clearly 
ke the horrid Nature * Guile of Sin, 75 
t at 


r 
that the Wrath of God was ſo extreamly incenſed 
againſt it; that he thought it fit, that his only 

begotten and beloved Son ſhould by his Death 

become the Propitiation for the Sins of the 

World, and by his infinitely valuable Sufferings 

in our Stead, fully ſatisfy his Juſtice. No 

the . juſt Inference from theſe Conſiderations; 
is, that the diſcerning and devout Communi- 
cant, will be excited to the moſt fervent Love 
of his Redeemer; the moſt gratefull Senſe of 
the divine Mercy, and the. utmoſt Deteſtati- 
on of Sin; and that he will ſincerely endea- 
your to avoid it, and exerciſe himſelf. in uni- 

Ferſal Holineſs and Obedience; ſince theſe were 

the great Ends which the ever bleſſed Trinity 

propoſed in the Sufferings and Death of Jeſus. 

Who his own ſelf bare our Sins in bis Body on 

tbe Tree, that we being dead to Sin, ſbould 

live unto Righteouſneſs, x Pet. it. 4. 

* Fourthly, The humble and ſerious Study and 

Peruſal of the inſpired Writtings of the old and 

pew Teſtament, and more eſpecially of the 

new, would powerfully incline and aſfiſt the 

Chriſtian to lead a holy Life, and demean him- 

ſelf as it becomes the Goſpel: Providing al- 

ways that he be fully perſwaded of their divine 
and infallible Verity, that he implore the Guid- 
zace of their Author, and bring. along with 

im an hearty Deſire of being inſtructed and 


muſt not think it enough to read the Scriptures 
Dy Privately 


tered by them. And here the Chriſtiau 


AS: Tk 
4 privately by himſelf; but alſo, when he. has 
Opportunity, muſt carefully attend on the 
hearing them read and explained by the Mi- 
„ fiſters of Feſus Chriſt. This Advice is fre- 
quently given in thoſe ſacred Writings, and 
che Expedieney thereof aſſerted for the Pur- 
 F poſe I have mentioned. The Lord God, in 
5 I fery full Expreſſions, preſcribes to the Chil- 
deren of Iſrael, the aſſiduous Converſing with 
of his Words and Laws, as a ſtrong Fe 
--  igainſt Diſobedience to them. Muinb. vi. 6, 
7, 8, 9. The Pſalmiſt had a high Opinion 
© or the Profitgbleneſs of this excellent. Study, 
for purifying the Lives of thoſe who exetciſed 
themſelves therein, he pronounces them Heſſed, 
TY whoſe Delight is in the 2 of the Lord, and who 


meditate therein Day and Night, He tells us 
it that ehe Law of the Lord is perfect, converting 
Ile Soul: The Teſtimony of the Lord is ſure 
d making wiſe the Simple.. Having propoſed the 
4 Queſtion, P/al. cxix, - 9. Wherewithal ſhall a 
joung Man cleanſe his Mays? He anſwers it, 
by taking Heed thereto accanding to thy Word. 
And again he informs us that this was the 
4. © Courſe he took for ſecuring his own Innocence. 
11. Thy Word haue I hid in mine Heart, that 
. I might not ſin againſt tbee. Feſus Chriſt, in 
hte Reddition of the Parable of the Sower, lets 
dw know, That the Word or Goſpel heard 
x and underſtood; and received into an honeſt 
Vell diſpoſed Heart brings forth Fruit 2 
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Efficacy of the Goſpel every Way, both in 
converting Men to the Faith, and enabling them 
to live agreeably to it. Rom. X. 17. Faith 


. cometh by Hearing, and Hearing by the Word of 


GOD. And Rom. i. 16. Tam not aſhamed of the 
Gofpelof Chriſt : For it is the Power of God unto 
| Salvation, to every one that believeth. And St. 
Peter eonſiders the Word of God preached bythe 
Goſpel, as the glorious Inſtrument of Regene- 
ration, as well as of ſpiritual Growtli. 1. Pet. 
I. 23. Being born again, not of corruptible 
Seed but of incorruptible, by the 7 ord. of GOD 
which liveth and abideth forever. Again, x, 
It. 2. As new born Babes defire the ſincere Milk of 
the Word that ye may grow thereby. And how- 
ever the Miniſters of Chriſt and their Mini- 
trations may be vilified by ſome, yet, they, 
ire Ambaſtdors” for (7 , ih whom if 
bath committed the Nord of Reconciliation, and 
given to his Church, for the perfecting of the. 
Saints, for the V. ork of the Miniſtery, for the 


edifying of the Body of Chriſt, and with whom. 


he hath promiſed to be preſent alway to tho, 


End of the N. orld, 4. . 18. Epheſ. i. | 


% / / nne. 
Thus we ſee that the reading, hearing and 
meditating of the Word of GOD, with Faith, 
Attention, and à pious honeſt Deſign of being 
hereby improv d and edified; is aſſerted in 
the Scripture, to be à moſt ſuccèſsful MIR 
WF 4 a or 
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bor begetting and encreaſing in us true Relig 
in on, and making our Converſation to be ſueh 
m as it becomes the aol And truly, that it 
ib is ſo to all Intents and Purpoſes, is evident to 
of Þ thoſe who ſeriouſſy peruſe and confider it. 
be © For ſuch Perſons will find that this divine 
to Book is throughly fitted for exciting Men to 
St. the moſt ardent Love of GOD and Holineſs, 
he and filling their Souls with the utmoſt Abhor- 
je- © rence of Wickedneſs and Sin. Particularly, 
et. 2s I have obſerved in my firſt Diſcourſe, they 
le © vill plainly ſee that the Goſpel in its whole 
D | Contents is wondertully calculated for bringing 
1. about thoſe glorious Deſigns. 


F Fifthly, It would contribute exceedingly to 
y- © the ordering our Converſation agreeably to the 
u- © Goſpel, that we conſidered ourſelves not as 
F. Inhabitants, but Sojourners in this preſent 
be © World; and that Heaven is defigned for the 
d Place of our perpetual Abode, where we can- 
be. not arrive by any other Way than that of 
be Þ Faith and Holineſs, While theſe Thoughts 
m were impreſſed upon our Minds by the holy 
bs. Spirit, and we remembred, with the beloved 
v. Diſciple, That the World paſſeth away and 
the Luſt thereof, but he that doeth the Will of 
d | GOD abideth forever; we. would find our 
„ Hearts happily wean d from the Love of the 
g. World and the Things which are therein, which 
n the foreſaid Diſciple. tells. us is inconſiſtent 
d I with The Love of the Father, and we would 
5 = ellectually 


{ 


1 
eflectually mortifie the Luft of the Fleſb, the 
Luft of the Eye, and the Pride of Life. That 
Voluptotiſneſs, Covetouſneſs, and Ambition, 
which are the woful Sources of all Impiety 
and Wickedneſs. They who ſeriouſly refle& 
That here they have no continuing City, rec- 
kon it prudent to ſeek one that is to come, with 
faithful Abraham to look for 4 City which bath 
Foundations whoſe Builder and Maker is GOD. 
Such as wiſely conſider that they are Strangers 
and Pilgrims ori the Earth, ſee themſelves ob- 


. liged to follow the Council of St. Peter in ab- 


ſtaining fom fleſhly Lufts which war arainft 
the Soul: And they who learn from St. Paul 
that there is a Reſt prepared for the People of 
GOD, are convinced of the Force of his Rea- 


| ſoning from that Suppofition Heb. iv. 11, 


Let us labour therefore to enter into that Reft, 


leſt any Man fall after the ſame Example of Un- 


belief. Tf Chriſtians did frequently call to 
Mind that here they are Travellers, that Hea- 
ven and Hell are at the End of the Journey, 


according to the different Ways they take, 
either the Path of GO D's Commandments, 
or that of Iniquity and Vice; then, undoubt- 
edly they would endeavour to ſhun the broad 


Way that leads to Deſtruction, and walk in 
the narrow Way that leadeth unto Life. And 
the firm Perſwaſion of their being Pilgrims in 


this World, and that their Pilgrimage will end 
with their ſhort and uncertain Life, would en- 


able 
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able the Diſciples of Jeſus to bear calmly and 


chearfully their preſent Afflictions and Calami- 
ties, to lay afide every Weight, and to run 
with P atience the Race that 15 ſet Be fre th em. 


It would ſtrengthen them nobly to undervalue 


all the Glory and Terrour of the World, to 


overcome the moſt violent Temptations which 
might ariſe either from Proſperity or Adverſi- 


ty, and keep them humble, pure, and tempe- 


rate under the one, and contented, conſtant, | 


and innocent under the other. 9 

Siætlhy, They who deſire to govern their 
Lives by the Rules of our holy Religion, would 
find it extremely profitable, to employ them- 
telves much in the devote Contemplation of the 
Attributes of GOD; of his unſpotted and 


moſt perfect Holineſs, his impartial Juſtice, 


his almighty Power, and untainted Veracity, 
by all which he appears moſt terrible to obſti- 
nate Sinners, but infinitely amiable and gra- 
cious to the Righteous, More eſpecially it would 
be highly uſeful to ſuch as intend to be ſincere- 


ly Chriſtian, to exerciſe thmſelves continually | 
in believing and meditating on the divine 


Omnipreſence and Omniſcience, to remem- 
ber that wherever they are or can- be, GOD 
is intimately preſent with them, and that their 
whole interior and exterior Man, their inward 
and outward Behaviour in Thoughts, Words 
and Deeds, is plainly expoſed to his 460% 

0 


Eye. Thus the 8 us, That G0 


— 


\ 


Fills Heaven and Earth, that we cannot flee from 
his Preſence, that his Eyes are upon, the Ways. 
of Man, and he ſeeth all his Goings, that there 
2s no Darkneſs, nor Shadow of Death, where 


the Workers of Iniquity may hide themſeves, 
that he ſees in Secret, and will reward apenly,. 


and that all Things are naked and open to the 
Eyes of him with whom we have to do. Now, 
as the Omnipreſence and Omniſcience of 
GOD are clear as well from his Nature, as 
his Word]; ſo it is evident that our being en- 


tirely perſwaded of the Truth of theſe his Per- 
fections, and the accuſtoming ourſelves to the 


frequent and ſerious Thinking of them, would 
be of excellent Uſe to us on all Occaſions, to 
aſſiſt and promote our Vertue and Piety, and 
to enable us to think, ſpeak, and act as it 
becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt. It Men are ge- 
nerally aſhamed and afraid to perpetrate ſome 
Sins in the Preſence of their Fellow- Creatures; 
how much more would they be reſtrained from 


Wickedneſs and Impiety by the conſtant live- 


ly Senſe of the Preſence of the moſt auguſt 
Sovereign of the Univerſe, the Holy, juſt; and 
Almighty GOD who can ſtrick Sinners dead 
upon the Spot, and then ſend them to Hell 
1 „ 
They who firmly believe, and wiſely con- 
ſider, that GOD ſearches the Hearts, and 
| knows the Thoughts of Men affar off, will be 
mightily excited, if they find their Souls de- 
fled with the vile Impurities of vicious Inclina- 


tions 


conſtant pious Practice of the divine Preſence, 
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tions and Deſires, to hearken to the Council: 
given to Feruſalem, Jerem. iv. 14. O'Feruſa- 


n, waſh thine Heart from Wickedneſs, that. 


thou mayeſt be ſaved: How long (ſhall vain 
Thoughts lodge within thee & The Force of. 

this great Truth will influence all who are ful- 
ly convinced of it, and vigorouſly apply their 
Minds thereunto; to obſerve Solomon's Ad- 
vice, in keeping 1 their Hearts with all Diligence; 
in uſing their moſt ſtrenuous Endeavours to 
preſerve theſe Fountains in the State of Puri- 
ty and Uprightneſs, to avoid Hypocriſy and 
mental Sins, as well as the overt Acts of Irre- 
[gion and Wickedneſs, and to exercife them- 
ſelves much in holy Thoughts, Intentions, and 


Ipeſres. Likewile, the remembring with 


the Pſalmiſt, That there is not à Word in our 
Tongue, but lo, the Lord knoweth them altoge- 
ther, would incline us to reſolve with him, 
To take Heed to our M ays, that we ſin not with 
our Tongue, This Confideration would oblige 
us to govern that little unruly Member with 
the ſevereſt Diſcipline, and to obey theſe ex- 
cellent Injunctions of St. Paul Epbeſ. iv. 29. 
Col. iv. 6. Let no corrupt Communication pro- 
ceed out of your Mouth, but that which is good 
to the Uſe o of edifyng, that it may miniſter Grace 
unto the Hearers, Let your Speech be alway 
with Grace, ſeaſoned with Salt, that ye may 
know how to anſwer every Man. Finally, The 


in 


* 
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| in calling to Mind that GOD tack hes 


and obſerves us, in our lonlieſt Solitudes, and 
cloſeſt Privacies and Retreats, would let us ſee 


the indiſpenſable Neceſſity of avoiding ſecret. 


as well as open Sins, and at the ſame Time, 

it would highly encourage us to the moſt re- 
tired and hidden Inſtances of Devotion, Cha- 
rity, Mortification and. Self-denial. And 
now, as the hearty believing, and frequent 
actual thinking of thoſe awful and tremendous 
Attributes of GO D, namely, his infinite Pre- 
ſence and Knowledge, is clearly a moſt effi- 
cacious Expedient tor aſſiſting us to all holy 
and vertuous Practices: So the Saints and Ser- 
vants of GOD have found it ſo to be in their 
Experience. This ſecured the Chaſtity of 
ob both in his Thoughts and Looks, as we 
learn from himſelf, Jb. xxxi. 1, 3, 4. I 
made Covenant with mine yes; why then 
ſpould Tthink upon a Maid ? Is not Deſtruftion 
to the Wicked ; and a ſtrange Puniſhment to the 
Werkers of Iniquity ? Doth he not fee my Ways, 


and count all my Steps David conſiders his 


juſt Regard to the Omniſcience of GOD, as the 
| bleſſed Inſtrument or Mean of his univerſal 
Obedience, Pſal. cxix. 168. J have kept thy 
Precepts and thy Teſtimonies : For all my Ways 
are before thee, And Solomon by this Argu- 
ment diſwades his Son from forbidden Em- 
braces. and Amours, which are commorily 


managed with the urmoſt Secreſy and — 
| nd 
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Ind why, wile thou ny Son be rauiſiit with # 

8, range Woman, and embrace the Baſom of a 

d Stranger? For the Ways of Man are before the 

X es of the Lord, and he pondereth all bis Go- 

et inos, 5 4-7 22755 15 

e, But that which renders the Belief of the di- 

vine Omniſcience, and the. pious habitual re- 

4. fiecting thereon, the more effectual for pre- 

ade ſerving us from Sin, and aſſiſting us to live 

nt with that Purity and Holineſs which the Goſ- 

us pel injoins, is, the remembering that as GOD 

is now the Witneſs and Spectator of all our 

- Ways and Doings, ſo at length he will, with- 

1y & out Reſpect of Perſons, judge and reward us 

according to them. For as it is appointed by 

his unalterable Decree, We muſt all appear be- 

of fore the Judgment · Seat of Chriſt, that every 

one may receive the Things done in the Body, 

according to what he hath done, whether it be 

| good or bad, What Manner of Perſons would 

we be in all holy Converſation and Godlineſs, 

if we looked for the coming of the Day of 

5 60D, if we frequently repreſented to our 

Minds the moſt awful ſolemnity, and dread- 

ful Terrors of the univerſal Judgment, and ſe- 

dately conſidered it every Way in the Fore- 

runners, Beginning, Progreſs, and Concluſion 

"I thereof. While our Thoughts were this Way 

employed, we would readily obey the Exhorta- 

tion of St. Peter on the like Occaſion. 1. Pet. 

ll, 14. Wherefore (Beloved) ſeeing — 71 | 
e look 
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look for 
be found of him in Peace, without Spot, and 


| through with this ſmall Work, and diſcourſe 


| I ͤhumbly offer this Mite of Service to G O 


it to his own Glory, and the Benefit of th 


ta). 2 


fueb Things, be diligent FAY Je n 


Blemiſh. 
Thus, by GO D's Aſſiſtance, I finvs, 850 


of the ſeveral Heads which T undertook to cc 
ſider from the Words of St. Paul. And no 


earneſtly beſceching him to accept and proſpe 


Reader. This Requeſt I ſhall put up, in 

erce nent and proper Collect. 

Alnig bey GOD, who ſheweſt ro them thy 
bein Error, the Light of thy Truth, t 
the Intent that they may return into th 
Way of” Righteouſneſs ; grant unto al 
tbem that are admitied i into the Fellon 

IO Bip of Chriſt's Religion, that they ma 

By eſch ew thoſe Things that ate  contrar 
to their Profeſſion, and follow all Jucl 

' Things as are Lt to the ſame 
eras our Lor * eſus Chriſt. "Ame 
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